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for them. He detailed briefly the circumstances 
which conduced to the importance of this territory 
and held that settlers there should be protected. 
He would not thurst the condition of things on our 
Northwestern frontier so obtrusively into the pre- 
sent condition of negotiations between the two Go- 
vernments. For the purpose of full deliberation, 
he would suggest that the matter be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, that they make 
a report on it. . 

Mr. LINN made sonfe further remarks. He did 
not wish to see action on any cause of collision be- 
tween the two countries suspended, because every 
moment it was suspended, the claims of our adver- 
sary grew stronger. He looked at this matter of 
difference with a degree of almost certainty that a 
war would take place; and he wished to see our 
country in a state of defence. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his intention of offer- 
ing some remarks on this subject, and it was laid 
over. 

The resolution of Mr. Sevier istructing the 
Postmaster General to lay before the Senate infor- 
mation with regard to the changes, if any, made by 
him in the transportation of the public mails in the 
States and Territories, was adopted. 

The Senate then proceeded, as in committee of 
the whole, te the farther consideration of the land 
distribution bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to strike out the 
provision that no person shall receive the benefiis 
of the pre-emption who has abandoned or quit his 
own residence on the public lands. After some 
conversation On this, it was passed informally. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to insert, at the 
12ih line, first section, a provision that no distribu- 
tion shall take place when there is not in the Trea- 
sury a,surplus, equivalent to the amount of the nett 
proceeds of the public lands, after meeting all de- 
mands against the Treasury, and leaving, more- 
over, in the Treasury a reserve fund of two mil- 
lions for contingencies. 

His object in offering this amendment was to 
guard against taxing the people from time to time 
for distribution, and that distribution should take 
place only when there was a surplus in the Trea- 
sury equal to the Jand fund, and a reserve fund of 
two miilions besides. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the amendment 
was directly opposed to the bill; it repudiated the 
whole principles of the measure; it was a question 
of “bill or no bill.” So long as they looked to the 
land fund as a portion of the ordinary sources of 
revenue, there never would be a surplus collected 
from other sources. He considered if this amend- 
ment prevailed, distribution would be at an end; 
and he hoped it would be voted on in that manner. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama briefly further explained 
his amendment, and repudiated the idea of distri 
bution, when it was to be sustained by taxation of 
the people. 

Mr. BENTON held the bill to be the most un- 
eonstitutional that was ever presested to the Se- 
nate; in that respect it was entirely unprecedented. 
He did not now oppose it as a distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands, but as an insidious 
attempt to seize on the custom-house revenue. He 
contended that the bili was manifestly unequal in 
its operations, casiing great and disproportionate 
burdens cn the exporting States. He «poke at 
length against the bill, and gave notice that he 
should offer amendment on amendment, till ihe 
principles of the bill were fairly understood. 

The message of the President of the United 
States returning the Fiscal Bank bill, with objec- 
tions, was here received, and the land bill was 
passed over informally, 

message was read, as follows: 
MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
» with his objections, the bill to incorporate 
the Fiscal Bank of the United States. 
Zo the Senate of the United States : 
Phe bill entitled “An act to incorporate the sub- 
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scribers to the Fiscal Bankof the United Siates,” 
which originated in the Senate, has been consi- 
dered by me, with a sincere desire to conform my 
action in regard to it, to that of the two Houses of 
Congress. By the Constitution it is made my da- 
ty, either to approve the bill by signing it, or to re- 
turn it with my objections to the House in which 
it originated. { cannot conscientiously give it my 
approval, and I proceed to discharge the duty re- 
quired of me by the Constitution—io give my rea- 
sons for disapproving. 

The power of Congress to create a National 
Bank to operate per se over the Union, has been a 
question of dispute from the origin of our Govern- 
ment. Men most justly and deservedly esteemed 
for their high intellectual endowments, their virtue, 
and their patriotism, have,in regard to it, enter- 
tained different and conflicting opinions. Con- 
gresses have differed. ‘The approval of one Presi- 
dent has been followed by the disapproval of ano- 
ther. The people at different times have acquiesced 
in decisions both for and against. The county has 
been, and still is, deeply agitated by this unsettled 
question. [i will suffice for me to say that my own 
opinion has been unifurmly proclaimed to be against 
the exercise of any such pewer by this Government. 
On cli suitable sccasions, during a period of twenty- 
five years, the opinions thus entertained have been 
unreservedly expressed. I deciared it in the Le. 
gislature ot my natuve State. In the House of 
Reprcsentatives of the United States it has been 
openly vindicated by me. In the Setate chamber, 
in the presence and hearing of many who are at 
this time members of that body, it has been affirm- 
ed and reaffirmed, in speeches and reports there 
made, and by votes there recorded. In popular 
assembiies I have unhesita'ingly anoounced i!; and 
the last public declaration which I made, and that 
but a short time before the late Presidential elec- 
tion, I referred to my previously expressed opi- 
nions as being those then entertained by me; with 
a full knowledge of the opinions thus entertained, 
and never concealed, | was elected by the people 
Vice Pr-sident of the United States. By the oc- 
currence of a contingency provided for by the Con- 
stitution, and arising under an impressive dispensa- 
tion of Providence, I succeeded to tie Presidential 
office. Before entering upon the duties of that 
offics, I took an oath that 1 would “preserve, pro- 
tect, and defend the Constitution of the United 
States.” Entertaining the opinions alluded to, and 
having taken this oath, the Senate and the country 
will see that 1 conid not give my sanction to a 
measure of the character described, without sur- 
rendering ali claim to the respect of honorable 
men—all confidence on the part of the people— 
all seit-respeet—all regard for moral and religious 
obligations; without an observance of which no 
Government can be prosperous, and no people can 
be happy. It would be to commit a crime which 
{ would not wilfully commit to gain any earthly 
reward, and which would justly subject me to the 
ridicu'e and scorn of a! vir'uous men. 

I deem it entirely unnecessary at this time to en- 
ter upon the reasons which have brought by mind 
to the covictions I feel and entertain on this sub- 
ject. They have been over and over again re- 
peated. If some of those who have preceded me 
im this high office have entertained and avowed 
different opinions, I yield all confidence: that their 
convictions were sincere. I claim only to have 
the same measure meted out to myself. Without 
going further into the argument, I will say that, in 
looking to the powers of this Government to col- 
lect, safely keep, and disburse the public revenue, 
and incidentally to regulate the commerce and ex- 
changes, I have not been able to satisfy myse/f that 
the establishment by this Government of a bank 
of discount, in the ordiiary acceptation of that 
term, was a necessary means, or one demanded by 
propriety, \o execute those powers. Wha! can the 

iocal discounts of the bank have to do with the col- 
lecting, safe-keeping, and disbursing of the re- 
venue}? So far asthe mere discounting of paper is 
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concerned, it is quite immaterial to this question 
whether the discvunt be obtained ata State bank 
or a United States Bank. They are both equally 
local—both beginniig and both ending ina local 
accommodation. What influence have local dis- 
counts, granted by any form of bank, in the rega- 
lating of the currency and the exchanges? Let the 
history of the late United Siates Bank aid us in aa- 
swering this inquiry. 

For several years after the establishment of that 
institution, it dealt almost exclusively in local dis- 
counts; and during that period the country was, for 
the most part, disappointed in the consequences 
anticipated from its incorporation. A uniform cur- 
rency was not provided, exchanges were not regu- 
lated, and little or nothing was added to the general 
circulation; and in 1820 its embarrassments had 
become so great, that the direc'ors petitioned Con- 
gress to repeal that article of the charter which 
made its notes receivable everywhere in payment 
of the public dues. It had un to that period, dealt 
to but a very small extent in exchanges, either 
foreiga or domestic, ad as late as 1823 its opera- 
tions in that line amounted to a litthe more than 
seven millions of dollars per annum. A very ra- 
pid augmentation soon a ter occurred, and in 1833 
its dealings in exchanges amounted to upwards of 
one hundred millions of dollars, including the sales 
of its own drafis; and all these immense transac- 
tions were effected without the employment of ex- 
traordinary means. The currency of the country 
became sound, and the negotiations in the ex- 
changes were cairied on at the lowest possible rates, 
The circulauion was increased to more than $22,- 
(00,000, and the notes of the Bank were regarded 
as equal to specie all over the country; thus show- 
ing, al.nost conclusively, that it was the capacity 
to deal in exchanges, aan not in Incal discounts, 
which farnished these facilities and advantages. 
It may be remarked, too, that, notwithstanding the 
immense trausactions of the Bank in the purchase 
of exchange, ‘he losses sustained were merely no- 
minal, while in the line of disccunts the suspended 
debt was enormous, and proved most disastrous 
to the Bank and the country. Its power of Ircal 
discuunt has, in fact, proved to be a fruitful source 
of favoritism and corruption, alike destractive to 
the pablic morals and to the general weal. 

The capital invested in banks of discount in the 
United Sates, created by the States, at this time, 
exceeds $350,000,000, and if the discounting of local 
paper could have produced any beneficial effects, 
the United States ought to possess the soundest cur- 
rency in the world; but the reverse is lamen’ably 
the fact, 

is the measure now under consideration of the 
vbjectionable character to which I have ailuded? It 
is clearly so, unless by the 16h fundamental ar- 
ticle of the 11th’section it is made otherwise. That 
article is in the following words: 

“The directors of the said corporation shall esta- 
blish one competent office of discount and deposite 
in any State in which two thousand shares shall 
have been subscribed, or may b- held, whenever, 
upon application of the Legislature of such Siare, 
Congress may, by law, require the same. Ana 
the said directors may also establish one or more 
competent ¢ ffices ef discount and deposite in any 
Territory or District of the United States, and in 
any State, with the assent of such State; and when 
established, the said offire or offices shall be only 
withdrawn or removed by the said directors prior 
'o the expiration of this charter, with the previous 
assent of Conzres:: Provided, In respect to any 
State which shall not, at the first session of the 
Legislature thereof held after the passage af this 
act, by resolution, or other usual legislative pro- 
ceeding, uncon’ ilional'y a*sent or dissent to the es- 
tablishment of such office or offices within it, such 
assent of the said State shall be thereafter pre- 
sumed: And provided, nevertheless, That whenever 
it shall become necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution any of the powers granted by the 
Constitution to establish an office or offices in any 
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of the States whatever, and the esiablishment 
thereof shall be directed by jaw, it shall be the duty 
or the said directors to establish such office or 
offices accordingly.” 

I) will be seen that by this clause the directors are 
invesied with the fullest power to establish a branch 
in any State which has yielded iis assent; and, 
having once established such branch, )t shall not 
afierwards be withdrawn exc*pt by order of Con- 
gress. Such assent is to be implied, and to have the 
foree and sanction of an actually expressed assent, 
“provided in respect to any Sate which shall not, 
at the first session of the Legislature thereof held 
afer the passaze of this act, by resolution or other 
usual legislaiive proceeding, unconditionally asvent or 
dissent to the establishment of such office or ot- 
fices within it, such assent of said Siates shall be 
therca ter presumed.’’ The assent or dissent is to 
be expressed unconditionally at the first session of 
the Legisla'wie, by some formal legislitive act; and, 
if not so expressed, 1's assent is to be implied, 
and the directors are thereupon invested with 
power, al such Gime thereafter as they may please, 
to e-ablich branebes, which cannot afterwards be 
witherawn, except by resolve of Congress. No 
matier what may be the,cause which may opera'e 
with the Legistature, which either prevents it from 
speaking, or a cresses itself to its wisdom, to 1n- 
du*e delay, 's assentis to be implied. Tais iron 
ruleis to give way to no circumstances—il is un- 
bending aud inilexible. It is the language of the 
masier to ihe vassal—an unconditional answer is 
claimed forthwith; and delay, postponement, or 
incapaciiy to answer, prodaces an implied assent, 
which is ever alter irrrevocable. Many of the 
State clecions have already taken place, without 
any knowledge, on the partof the people, that 
such a que. ion was tocome up. The Represen- 
tatives may dei e @ submission of the question to 
their con-tituents prepara‘ory to final eclicn rpon 
it, but this hizh privilege is denied; whatever may 
be the motivesand views entertained by the Repre- 
sentatives of the people to induce delay, their as- 
sent is to b> presumed, and is ever afterwards bind- 
ing, unless their dissent shall be uneonditionaliy 
expressed at their first ses:ion afler the passage of 


of ihis bi! into alaw. They may by formal resc- 
latin declare the question of a‘sent or dissent to 
be wadecidcd snd postponed, and yet, in opposi- 
tion to their cxpress declaration to the country, 
their assent is to be tnpliel Cases inuu- 
merable might be cited to manifet the irration- 
ality of such an inereace. Let cne or two 
in addition suffie. The popular branch of 


the Legisieture may express its dissent by 
an Unanimous vo'e, and its resolution may 
be deteated by a tie vote of the Senate, and yet the 
assent is to be implied. Both branches of the Le- 
gislature may coacur in a resolution of decided 
dissent, and yei the Governor may exert the veto 
power cor ferred on him by the Sta'e Constitution, 
and Un. egislative action be defeated, and yet the 
astntcf the legislative authority is implied, and 
the dreetors of ths contemplated institution are 
authonizsd io establish a branch cr branches in 
such State whenever they may fiad it conducive to 
the inter st of the -tockholders to do so; and hav- 
ing once estabiisved it, they can under no circum- 
stances withdraw it, exept by act of Congress. 
The Siate may aierwards protest against such un- 
just inference, bat it< anthority is gone. Its assent 
is implied by is failure or inability to act at iis 
first session, and its voice can never afterwards be 
heard. To inferences so violent, and, as they 
seem to me, irrational, IT cannot yield my consent. 
No court of justice would or could sanction them, 
without reversing all that is established ia judicial 
proceeding, by in'roducing presumptions at vari- 
ance with jact, and infereaces at the expense of 
reason A Siate in a condition of duress weuid be 
presumed io speak, as an individual, manacled and 
in prsoa, might be presumed to be in the enjoy- 
men! of treedom. Far better to say to the States 
beldiy and frank!y—Cengress wills, and submis- 
sion is dewanded, 

lt may be said that the directors may not esta- 
blish branches under such circumstances. But 
this is a question of power, and this bi!l invests 
them wiih full authority to do so. If the Legis- 





lature of New York, or Pennsylvania, or any 
other State, should be found to be in such condi- 
tion as I have supposed, could there be any secu- 
rity furnished against such a step on the part 
of the directors? Nay, is it not fairly to 
be presumed that this proviso was introduced 
for the sole purpose of meeting the contingency re- 
ferred to? Why else should ithave been intro- 
duced? And I submit to the Senate, whether ii can 
be believed that any State would be likely to sit 
quietly down under such astate of. things? In a 
grea! measure of public interest their patriotism 
may be succes-fa'ly eppealed to; but to infer their 
assent from circumstances at war with such infe- 
rence, | cannot but regard as calculated to-excite a 
feeling at fa’al enmity with the peace and harmony 
of the country. I mast, therefore, regard this 
clause as asvertiag the power to be in Congress to 
establish cflices of discount in a State, not only 
Without ity assent, but agarnst its dissent; and so 
regarding it, ] cannot sanction it. On general prin- 
c ‘ples, the right in Congress to prescribe terms to 
any Siate, implics a superiority of power and con- 
trol, deprives the transaction of all pretence to com- 
pect between them, and terminates, as we have 


| seen. in the total abrogation of freed>m of action 


on the part of the States. But further, the State 


| may express, after the mest solemn form of legis- 


laion, its dissent, whch may from time to time 
therealter be repeated, in full view of its own inte- 


| rest, Wich can never be separated from the wise 


end beneficent operation of this Government; and 
yet Congress may, by virtue of the last priviso, 
overiule its law, and upon grounds which, to such 
Siate, will appear to rest on a constructive necessi- 
ty ard propriety, and nothing more. I regard the 
bill ay asserting for Coneress the right to incorpo- 
rate a United States Bank with power and right to 
establich offices of discount and deposite in the se- 
veral Sia'es of ‘his Union with or without their con- 
sent; a principle to which [ have always heretofore 
been opposed, and which can never ob'ain my 
sanction, And waiving all other considerations 
growing outof its other provisions, I return it to 
the IHIouse in which it originated, with these my 
objeciions to its approval. 
JOHN TYLER. 

Wasnineton, August 16, 1841. 

The momnt the reading was conc’uded, the ex- 
eliemeni, Which was intense, was manifested in 
the gallery, over the chair of the President of the 
Senate, by a iew indications of applause and dis- 
sent, when 

Mr. ZENTON rove and said: Mr. President, 
there were bis-es here, at the reading of the Presi- 
dential message. | heard them, sir, and I feel in- 
dignant that the American President shall be in- 
sulted. Ihave been insulted by the hi-ses of ruf- 
fians in this gallery, when opposing the old Bank 
of the UnitedS a'es. While | am here, the Presi- 
dent shall never be insulted by hisses in this hall. 
I ask for no sech thing as clearing the galleries, 
but let these who have made the disturbance be 
pointed out to the Sergeant-at-Arms, and be tarn- 
ed out from the galleries. Those who have dared 
to insultour form of Governmeat—for in insult- 
ing (his message they have insulied the President 
and our form of Government—those roffians who 
would net have dared to insult the King, surround- 
ed by his guard, have dared to insult the American 
President in the Americ3n Senate; and I move 
that the Seigeant at-Arms be directed to take them 
into custody. 

Mr. RIVES regretted that any disturbance had 
taken place. He doubied not brt the Sena’or thought 
he heard it, but mustsay, in all sincerity, he did not 
hear the hiss. At all events, it was so slight and 
of short duration, that the majority of the Senate 
scarcely heard it. He hoped that no proceedings 
of this kind would take place, and that this mani- 
festation of disturbance, when so deep an interest 
was felt, and which was so immediately quieted, 
would be passed over. The general opinion of the 
Senators around him was, tbat the honorable Se- 
netor was mistaken. 

Mr. BENTON. I am not misiaken—I am 
not. 

Mr. RIVES. He hoped they would pass it by, 
asone of those little ebullitiens of excitement 





which were unavoidable, and which was not of- 
feredto insult this body, or the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. BENTON heard the hisses, and heard them 
distinctly; if a doubt was raived on if, he would 
bring the matter to a question of fact, “irue or net 
true.” No man should doubt whether he heard 
them or not. He cam: here this day prepared to 
see the American President issulted by bank bul- 
lies; and he told bis friends that it had been done, 
and that they never could proceed in action ona 
Bank, when the American Senate would not be 
insulted, either by hissing on one side, or clapping 
on the other. He told them,if it was done, as 
sure as the American President should be insulted 
this day, by Bank ruffians just so sure be should 
rise in his place and move 4o have those disturbers 
of the henor and dignity of the Senate brouzht to 
the barof the Senate. He would not move to clear 
the galleries, for a thousand orderly people were 
ihere, who were bot to be turned out for the dis- 
turbance of a few ruffians. He would tell the 
Senator from Virginia thai he (the Senator) shculd 
hang no doubt on his declaration; and if it were 
doubted, he would appeal to Senators near him. 
(Mr. Waser. I will answer, most directly, that 
I heard it, and [ believe the s?me bully is going on 
now.] A National Bank, (continued Mr. B.) is 
not, as yet, our masier, and shall not be; and he 
would undertake to vindicate the honor of th 
Senate, from the outrages pepetrated on it by the 
myrmidons of a National Bank. Were the slaves 
of a National Bank to have the privilege of in- 
suliing the Senate, just as ofien as a vote passed 
contrary to their wisbes?’ It was an audacity that 
must be checked—and checked bifore they went 
with arms in their hands to fire on those who gave 
votes contrary to their wishes, or assassina'e them 
on their way home. He put the whole at defiance 
—the entire Bank, and its myrmidons. 

Mr PRESTON said if any thing had occurred 
in the gallery out of order, it should be strictly 
inquire! into and punished. He himvelf did not 
hear the manifestations of disapprobation, al- 
Juded to by the Senators on the other side; but it 
was sufficient for him thai the Senators heard 
i', or supposed that they heard it. (Mr. Ben- 
ton. We did not suppose we heard it; we 
knew it.) In this case, (continued Mr. P.) a for- 
mal investigation should take place. It was acon- 
tempt of the Senate, and, as a member of the Se- 
nate, he desired io see an investiga'ion—to see the 
charge fixed on seme person, and if properly sus- 
tained, to see punishment awarded. Manifestations 
of praise or censure were eminently wrong, and 
eminently éangerou:; and it was due to every mem- 
ber of the Senate that they should presei ve the dig- 
nity of the body by checking it. He hoped, there- 
fore, if a formal motion was made, 1t would be dis- 
covered who had caused the disturbauce, and that 
they would be properly punished. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said this was a very solemn 
and momentous occasion, which would form a cri- 
sis, perhaps, in the politics of the country; and he 
should hope, as he believed that every American 
citizen present in the galleries would feel ihe im- 
portance of this crisis, and feel deeply sensible of 
the high character to which every man, blessed 
with birth in this free country, should aim. He 
heard, distincily heard, the hiss referred to by the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] but he was 
bound 10 say it was not loud and prolonged, but was 
arrested in a moment, he believed partly from the 
Senator rising, and partly from the good sense and 
good feeling of the people in the galleries. Under 
these circumstances, as it only commenced and did 
not proceed, i he had the power of persuasion, he 
would ask the Senator from Missouri to withdraw 
his motion. 

(Mr. Benton. I never will, so help me God!) 

He thought it better, far better, that they pro- 
ceed to the important business before them, under 
the consideration that they should not be disturbed 
hereafter; and if they were, he would go as far as 
the Senator from Missouri in immediately arrest- 
ing it. He would much rather go on with the busi- 
ness in hard. 

Mr. LINN reminded the Senate that when the 
Bank bill had passed the Senate there was a loud 
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manifestation cf approbation in the gallery, of 
which no notice was taken. He believed on the 
present occasion there was approbation as well as 
hirses; but both were instantly suppressed. He had 
distinctly heard both. No donbt it was the 
prompiness with which his co league had got up to 
check the disturbance, which had prevented it 
from going further. He had no doubt some law 
ought to be passed making it punishable to com- 
mit any outrage of this kind on either House of 
Congress. 

Mr. MERRICK thought with the Senator from 
Pennsylvania that this was a very soles occa- 
sion. There had been tokens of assent and dissent. 
The President of the Senate at the moment rapped 
very hard ull order was restored. Ihe disorder 
was but momentary. He trusied some allowance 
would be made for the excitement so naturai on 
the occasion. 

Mr. KING suggested the difficulty that might 
arise out of puisuing the matter further. He had 
witessed something of the kind once before, and 
when the offender was brought to the bar, great 
embarrassment was creaied by not knowing how 
to getrid ofhim. He thought it would be better 
to pass over the matier and proceed to the censi- 
deration of the message, or to the appointment of a 
time for its consideration. 

The CHAIR explained that having heard some 
noise, without consideriig whether it was approba- 
tion or disapprobation, he bad callsd the Senate to 
order; but couid not say that he bad or had not 
heard hisses. 

Mr. RIVES explained that he did not mean to 
say the Senator trom Missouri did not hear the 
hisses, but that he himself did not hear them, and he 
believed many gentiemen around him did not hear 
any. Butas the Seaairr from Missourn had avow- 
edly come prepared to hear them, no doubi h* did, 
more sensitively than otvers. He would ask the 
Senator to be satistiid with the crush which the 
mother of monsters had got, and not to bear too 
hard on the solitary bank roffian, to use his own 
expression, Who had disapproved of the menster’s 
fale. Hehoped the Senator wouid withdraw the 
m tion. 

Mr. LINN observed that the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, by his own remarks, doubling that there 
were any hisses, had fore: d the Senator from Mis- 
souri to persist is having the proof. However, he 
bow understuod that poitit was setiled; and the ob- 
ject being accomplished, he ko ped his colleague 
would with¢raw his motion. 

Mr. PRESTON again expressed his concurrence 
in the propriety of the motion, and hoped effectua! 
steps would be taken to prevent the recarrence o! 
such a scene. 

Mr. ALLEN made some appropria’e remarks, 
and concluded by siating that he understood the 
offender was in custody, and expressed his sorro'v 
for having done what he was noi at toe lime aware 
was an offence; as, therefore, ail the ends had been 
accvimplished wnich his friend had in view when 
he refused to withdraw his motion, he hoped he 
would now withdraw it. 

Mr. WALKER said,when the Sen:tor from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton] pledzed h'mseif not to with- 
draw his motion to arrest the individual who had 
insulted the Senate and the conntry by hissing the 
message of the President of the United States, that 
pledge arose from the doubt expressed by the Se- 
nater from Virginia, [Mr. Rives] whether the 
hissing had taken place. That doubt was now 
solved. When the Seoa'or from Missouri appeal- 
ed to his friends as io the trath of the fact stated 
by him, he (Mr Water) had riven, and pointed 
to that portion of the gallery from which the hissing 
proceeded. Our Assis'ant Sergeant-at-Arms had 
proceeded to that quarter of the gallery designa- 
tel by him, (Mr. W.) and this officer had now in 
his possession one of the offenders, who acknow- 
ledged his indecent conduct, and who was pre- 
pared to point out many cf those who had jonined 
him. The obj-c! of the Senator was, therefore, 
now accomplished; the fact of the indecorum was 
established, and the offender, as moved by 
the Senator from Missouri, was now 1p custody. 
This, Mr. W. hoped, would be suffi- 
cient punishment, especially as Mr, W. 


understood the offender expressed his peni- 
tence for the act, as one of sudden impulse. 
As, then, the formal trial of this individual would 
occupy much time, Mr. W. hoped the matter 
would be dropped here, and let us proceed, as 
required by the Constitation, !o consider the mes- 
sage of the Presi‘ent returning the Bank bill, with 
his objections. This message, Mr. W. said, he re- 
garded as the most important which ever emanated 
from an American President, and under circumsian- 
ces the most solemn and imposing. The President, 
in perfect and glorious consistency with a long life 
of usefulness and honor, bas placed his veto upon 
the charter of a National Bank, and, Mr. W. said, 
his heart was too full of gratitude to the Giver of all 
good for this salvation of the country, and rescue 
of the Constitution, to engage in the business of in- 
flicting punishment upon an individual, said to be 
respectable, and who had in part atoned for his of- 
fence by the expression of his repentence. Let 
him go, then, and sin no more, and let us proceed! 
to the consideration of that Veto Message, which 
he, Mr. W. had confidently predicted at the very 
commence went of this session, and recorded that 
opinion at its date inthe journals of the day. 
Many then doubted the correctness of this predic- 
tion, but he, Mr. W. whilst he stated at the time 
that he was not authorized to speak for the Presi- 
dent of the United States, based his conviction up- 
on his knowledge of Mr. Tyner as a man ania 
Senator, and upon his long and’ consistent opposi- 
tion to the creation of anysuch Bank as was now 
proposed to be established. 

Mr. BENTON said he had been informed by one 
of the officers cfihe Senate [Mr. Beatr] that one 
of the persons who made the disorder in the gal- 
lery bad been seized by him, and was now in custo- 
dy, 2nd in the reom of the Sergeant at-Arms. This 
the officers had very proreriy done of their own 
motion, and without wai'ing for the Senate’s order. 
They had done their duty, and his motion had thus 
been executed. His motion was to seize the disor- 
derly, and brinz them tothe bar of the Senate. One 
had been seize’; he was in custedy in an adjoining 
room; and if he was still acting contemptuously to 
the Senaie, he should move to bring him to the 
bar; bui that was not thecase. He was penitent 
and contrite. He expressed his sorrow for what 
he had done, and said he had acted without ill 
design, and fr'm no feelings of contempt to the 
President or Senate. Under these circumstances, 
all was accomplished that his motion in'ended. 
The man is in custody and repentant. This is 
sufficient. Let him be discharged, and there is an 
end of the affair. His motion now was that the 
President direct him to be discharged. Mr. B. 
said he had acted from reflection. and not from 
impulse, in this whole affair. He expected the 
President to be insulted: it was incident to the le- 
gislation on National Bankcharters. When they 
were on the carpet, the Senate, the President, and 
the American people must all be insulted if the 
Bank myrmicons are disappointed, He told his 
family before he left home, that the Senate and the 
President would be insulted by hisses in the gallery 
this day, and that he wonld noi let it pass—that it 
would be an insult, not merely to the President and 
Senate,but to the whole American people,and to their 
form of Glovernment—and that it should not pass 
He came here determined to nip this business in 
the bud—and to prevent an insult to the Presiden: 
in this chamber from being made a precedent for 
it elsewhere. We all know the insolence of the 
National Bank party—ve know the insolence of 
iheir myrmidons—-we know that President Tyler, 
who has signed this veto messige, is subject to 
their insu'ts—beginning here, and following him 
wherever he goes. He (Mr. B.) was determined 
to protect him here, and, in doing so, to set the 
example which would be elsewhere followed. 
He repeated: an insult to the President for an 
official act, wes not an insult to the man, but 
to the whole American people, and to their form of 
Government. Would these Bank myrmidons in- 
sult a king, surrounded by his guards? Not at all. 
Then they should not in.ultan American President 
with impunity wherever he -was present. In the 
Senate or out of it, he would defend the President 
from personal outrage and indignity. As to the 


numerous and respectable auditory now present, 
his motios cid no. reach them. He had not moved 
to clear the galleries; for that would send out the 
respectable audience, who had conducted them- 
selves with propriety. Therule of order was “lo 
clear the galleries; but he had purposely avoided 
that motion, because the disordercame from a few, 
and the respectable part of the aud.ence ought mot 
‘o suffer for an offence in which they had no share. 
Mr. B said the man being in custody, his @tion 
was executed and superseded; its object was ac- 
complished, and, he beiag contrite, be would move 
to discharge him. 

The President of the Senate ordered him to be 
discharged. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that, as a message 
had been received from the President of the United 
States, returning to the Senate, in which it had 
originated, a bill for the charter of a Fiscal Bank; 
which bill, having been passed by the other House, 
had received the eoncurrence of both branches of 
the Legislature, and been presented to him for his 
signature, he presumed it was not the intention of 
the Senate to go into the consideration of that com- 
munication at this momgnt. It would scarcely be 
treating it with the gravity and respect due to a co- 
ordinate branch of the Government, to enter opon 
such a discussion before the paper had been printed 
and time had been given for that deliberate consi- 
deration of iis contents which obviously ought to 
precede such a debate. The Senate had been 
sufficiently familiar with communications of thig 
kind to know what course it was proper to pursue, 

ven had the Coustituion If it without any direc- 
tious. But that imstrament had prescribed the 
course to be pursu d. It directed that, whena 
tell should te returned from the President, 
with his objections, the objections should first be 
recor'ed up-n the journal, and then the body 
shoul proceed to reconsider the bill, that, if should 
receive the vesentof two-thirds of the members, it 
should be rent to the otb-: Hceuse of Congress, and 
if it obtained a like majority there, it should be- 
come a law, the Presideovs objections notwith- 
standing; but if not, the bill was rejected, and toere 
was anend of the measure’ He hadrisen to move 
that the Senate would, to-morrow, at twelve 
o'clock, proee.d reconsider the President's ob- 
jeciions to the bili; and that, in the mean time, the 
Executive communica'ion just received be laid up- 
the table and printed. , 

Mr. KING suggested tha', as the consideration 
of the Presideni’s objections musi be taken up be- 
fore the Senaie coul! proceed to any other busi- 
ness, the hour had beiter be fixed at ten iastead of 
twelve o’clock. He was in favor of the motion to 
priat. The docunect was a highly important one, 
k.very Senator was bound carefully aod seriously 
to examine it for himeelf, and it ought, without 
delay, to soto the people, that they might be ena- 
bled to judge of the Presideni’s course. He there- 
fore moved the printing of five thousand extra 
copies of te me-s°ge for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY said he could not entirely agree with 
the honorable Sena or from Alabama as to the pro- 
priety of changing the hour to ten o’clock, nor did 
he concur in the opinion that the Senate covld pre- 
ceed to no other business until they had disposed 
of this bill. [na sim lar case in 1832 the Senate 
had received the veto of the President on the 10:h 
of July and decided upon it on the 13 hb, and it had 
not been taken up till twelve o’clock on the day 
af.erits reception. He must adhere to his motion 
for twelve. 

Mr. CALHOUN cocscurred with the Senator 
from Kentucky, that they were not bound, under 
the Constituuon, to pfoceed to the immediate 
consideration of the measure; on the contrary, 
the Constitution provided that the objec'ions should 
he first recorded at length on the journal of the 
Senate, which would reqaire some time, at least. 
He also preferre 1 iwelve o’clock to ten to-morrow, 
which would vive them. more ume for the con- 
sideration of the subject, as they would nut prob.- 


bly reerive the prin ed message tii (hat time. 
“Mr. RIVES suzgested to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that eleven o’cl ck would be a preferable 
hour to which to postpone the consideration of the 
bill; as their morning hour expired at that ime, 
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add it would be better to proceed immediately to 
the consideration of the subject, than to spend an 
hour on the land bill, and then be broken off to 
take up thi< bill. Eleven o’clock was the hour ap- 
pointed in 1832 for taking up Gen. Jack:on’s veto 
message. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky pref-rred J2 o'clock; 
whatever business of the orcers of the day would 
be on band could be passed over informally when 
the hotfr came. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama reminded his colleague 
that 6,000 copies of Gen. Jackson’s veto message 
had been ordered to be printed. He thought 10,000 
would not be too much. 

Mr. KING had looked over the journals, and 
found it was 6,000 copies of Gen Jackson’s veto 
message had be n ordered on his motion. He 
would now make a similar motion. 

Six thousand copies of the message were then or- 
dered to be printe!. 

Mr. RIVES moved to go into Executive scssion; 
whieh was agreed to by a vole of 23 to 19. 

Tae Senate then went into Executive session, 
and shortly after adjourned. 

coxsttailies 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 16, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
provel. 

Mr. LINN, by general consent, presented a pe- 
tition of the inhabitants ef Sarat.ga. New York, 
praying fora bankrupt law confined to naturel 
persons, and not inciuding corporations; which 
was referredio the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, having charge of the subject. 

In reply to an inquiry, the SPEAKER stated 
thatthe regular ord rof business would be the 
reception of petitions. 

Mr BARNARD moved that the [Touse resolve 
itself into Commitiee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union. 

Mr. HUNT hoped that motion wou!d not pre- 
vail until an opportanity had been givento mem- 
bers to present petitions. 

Wherteupon, by general consent, petitions and 
memorials were presented by the {vullowing gentle- 
men, and were appropriate referred: 

Mr. HUNT ot New York. Mr. H. presented 
the petition of E. Peck and others, manufactu- 
rers of irom, in and near the city of New York, 
asking the appointment of a committee of Con- 
gress to cullect facis, &c. preparatory to a revision 
of the tariff laws, &c. 

Mr. LOWELL of Maine. Mr. L. presented 
the petition of Wm. Bennet, and ovher citizens of 
Ellsworth, Maine, praying Congress to pass a ge- 
neral bankrupt law at iis present sesiion. 

Mr. L. remarked, that the bankrupt bill having 
been re‘erred totbe Commitiee of the Who'e on 
the state of the Union, he would move that this pe- 
tion take the same direction; and it was referred 
accordingly. 

Mr. CUSHING of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HALSTED of New Jersey, 

Mr. BARNARD o: New York. 

Mr. SLADE of Vermunt. 


On leave given, Mc. HOVKINS offered the fol. | 


lowing resolution; which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Coinmitice on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads be instructed to Inquire Mtoe the expediency of reporung 
a bill authorizing the Postmaster Geveral to establish eX press 
mails along the great Jines of steamboat and railroad commu- 
nications in cases where he is not able to make contracts to 
have the maile transported on said routes by ratirouds or 
steamboats for the pate of compensation prescribed by law. 


On leave given, Mr. WELLER presented the 
proceedings of a Demorratic meeting he!d at Ha- 
milton, in the State of Onio, on toe 31st Jaly last, 
against the incorporation of a National Bank, 
against the repeal of the Independent ‘Treasury, 
against the disirmbution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands, &c.; which, on motion, were jaid on the 
table. ; 

Mr. JONES of Virginia asked leave to present 
certain resolutions xdopted by a public mee ing «f 
the people of the Ise of Wight county, Virviaia, 
against the esablishmentofa Bank of the Uniteu 
Piates, against the distribution of ihe proceeds of 


the sales of the public lauds, &c, 





Mr. ANDREWS of Keniucky objected to the 
introduction of these resolutions. 

Mr. JONES hoped that the House was not yet 
prepared by its decision to stifle the voice of the 
people, and to exclude from the ha'ls ot legislation 
resolutions couched in respectiul terms, and ap- 
p'ying, as these did, tosutjects now pending be- 


tore Congress of the deepest interest to the people | 


themselves. 


Mr. ANDREWS said he should persist in his | 


objection unless he could be allowed to reply. 

Mr. JONES expressed his desire that the hono- 
rable member from Kentucky should be permitted 
to reply, and hoped that tha: indulgence would be 
extended to nim by the House. 


were notreceived. 
Mr. SNYDER of Pennsylvania asked leave to 
offer the following resolation: 


instant, at 12 o’clock m. 


House. 

[A voice. Wait till the veto comes—we will 
have it then J 

The resolution was not received. 

Mr. GILMER, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, asked leave to make a report. 


said, he would do to every thing that was not re- 
gularly in order. 

Mr. BARNARD renewed the motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, but waived the motion, 
at the request of Mr. Fittmore, to enable the com- 
mittees to be called for repor.s. 


and Means, to whom had been referred the com- 
munication from the President in relation to far- 
ther appropriat‘ons for the General Post Office, 
reported that the committee had had the same un- 
der consideration and declined reporting any appro- 
pria‘ion therefor. 


the Secretary of War asking for appiopriations to 
carry into effect the treaty with the Miami Indians, 
reported that the comimitiee did not conceive that 
this subject came within the rule adopted by this 


which should be acted on during the present ses- 
sion of Congress. — 


whom had been referred the petition of certain 
s'onecutters asking further appropria‘ions for the 
public buildings, asked that the szid committee be 
discharged fiom the consideration ther. of, and 
the subject be referred to the Committee on Public 
Builiings. 

And the subject was referred accordingly. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on En- 
roll d Bulls, reported that that committee had ex- 
amined the bill in relation to fines and recoveries 


town, &c. and had found the same to be cor- 
Speaker. 


and Means, reported a bill to provide for placing 
Greenouzh’s Statue of Washington in the Rotundo 
of the Capitol. 

The bill, having been read twice by its title, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following reso- 
lation, which was alopte: : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be directed to deliver to the Auditor of the Treasury for the 
Post Office Department, such of the papers taken from the Post 
Office Department before its destruciion by fire, by the Com- 
mitiee of Investigation of the House of Representatives, as the 
said Auditor may select. 

Mr. WISE ces:red to inquire of the chairman of 
the Committee on the Expenditares of the Post 
Office Department, or of the Commitiee on ‘he Post 
Office and Post Roads, whether any action would 
be proposed on the communication made by the 


The objection being persisted in, the resolutions | 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- | 
tives in Congress assimbled, That this sessicn of | 
Congress shail terminate on the 23d day of Auzust | 


Objections were made in several parts of the | 


Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objec'ed, as, he | 


Mr. FiLLMORE, from the Committee of Ways | 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, to | 
whom had been referred the communication from | 
House, limiting and prescribing the business | 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, to | 


under the charter laws and ordinances of George. | 
rect. And the bill received the signature «f the | 


Mr. GILIITER, from the Committee of Ways | 








| 


| 
| 











Postmaster General in relation to arrearages due 
from that Department to ccntractors? 

Mr. BRIGGS (chairman of the Commi'tee on 
ihe Post Office and Post Roads) replied that that 
committee had the subject under consideration 


how. 


Mr. WISE was understood to say that calls for 
information on the subject had been addressed to 
him and to other members of the House. The ses- 
sion was nearly at a close, and, unless something 
was done soon, Congress would adjourn without 


| doing any thing. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN, from the Select Commit- 


| tee on Retrenchment, reported the following reso- 


lution: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee ask leave of 
the House to sit during the recess of Congress, and that the 
committee have power to send for persons and papers, and to 
Leport at the next session by bill or otherwise. 


M:. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved to lay the 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
139, nays 40 

S» the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. BARNARD renewed his motion that the 
House resolve itse'f into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; but again waived it, at 
the request of 

Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON, on whose motion the 
House took up the 

CENSUS BILL. 

The pending question was on engrossing the 
amendments (made on Friday,) and on ordering 
the bill toa third reading—on which motion the 
previous qaestion had heretofore been ordered. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
WM. C. JOHNSON and ROOSEVELT parii- 
cipated. 

After which the question was taken by yeas and 
nays, (which had heretofore been ordered,) and 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 121, nays 63. 

So the amendments were ordered to be en- 
grossed. And the bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing at this ume. 

And, having been read a third time by the title, 
the bill was passed. 

A message was received from the President 
of the United Siates, by the hands of Robert 
Ty'er, esq, informing the House that the President 
had approved and signed a bili entitled “An 
act to provide for the payment of Navy pen- 
sions.” 

Mr. PROFF'IT asked the House to permit him 
to ask an explanation from the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Fit-morg, } 
in relation to a report made by that gentleman this 
morning from the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. PROFFIT gave notice that te would here- 
afier offer a resolution.on the subject. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the House again 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Tintinanast of Rhode 
Island in the Chair, ) on the bill trom the Senate to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United Siates. 

The pending question being on the motion of 


| Mr. Gorpon of New York to strike out the enact- 


ing clause of the bill. 

Mr. HOLMES cf South Carolina, who was en- 
titled to the floor, addressed the committee during 
the hour in opposition to the bill, which he cha- 
racterized as complex and destructive in its nature, 
and as fraught with deep injury to the credit of the 
country. 

Mr. JAMES of Pennsylvania spoke in favor of 
the passage of the bill. He had not, he said, been 
instructed either way on the subjec'; and, in the ab- 
sence of such instructions, he was bound to mike 
up his opinion in view of all the lights that sur- 
rounded him. And, so doing, the result of his re- 
flections had been a resolution to give his vote in 
support of the measure. 

Mr. SERGEANT then addressed the committee 
at great length in support of the bill 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan next obtained the 
floor, and addressed the committee at some length. 
He said that his constituents looked to the passage 
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of this bill with more solicitude and deeper concern {| in 1894 and 1805 it had been explored under the 


than to any other legislative act which this Con- 
gress was likely to pass. Their petitions were here, 
sigued by upwards of seven thousand persons, 


i 


many of whom were in a state of helpiess insolven- || 
cy, and were men of character, integrity, and en- | 


terprise. They had been ruined, in a great mea- 


sure, owing to the wretched and miserable policy || 
ad pted by the late Administrations in reference to | 


the currency and cther prominent and important || 


subjects. 

Mr. H. having concluded, 

Mr. BARNARD sail that, if there were no 
other gentlemen desirous to speak, he would move 


that the committee now rise; giving notice, at the | 
same time, that he would to morrow introduce a | 


resolution provid'ng that ail debate on the bill 
should cease at 12 o’elock, m. 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Chair if the mo- 
tion to rise was amendable. Ifso, he would move 
to amend it by adding the words, ‘‘and report the 
bill.” 

The CHAIR decided that the motion was 
not amendabie, that motion, in committee, being 
equivalent to a motion for adjournment in the 
House. 


And the question being taken, the motion, by | 


ayes 79, noes 60, prevailed. 
And the commitiee rose and reported progress. 


Mr. BOTTS said he had received from the Mar- | 


shal of the District the accounts and voachers for 
the funeral expenses of the late President of the 
United Siates, (General William Henry Harri- 
son,) for which no appropriation had yet been 
made. 


} 


On motion of Mr. B. the same were referred to 


the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. FILLMORE pres nied a communication | 


from the Secretary of the Navy, in relation to 
the statate of Washington; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union having charge of the bill on that subject. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted a motion that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, for the purpose 
of taking up certain bills (heretofore reported) from 
the Committee on Public Lands, in relation to mi- 
litary bounty land claims. 

Pending which motion, 

Tha House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, August 17, 1841. 
Mr. BENTON offered a resolution of inquiry 


as to the amount of public lands in market, the | 


quantity offered for sale by proclamation of the 

President, and the advertising of such sales during 

= present year. The resolution lics over one 
ay. 

The resolution submited some days since by 
Mr. Linn, in relation to the joint occupation of 
Oregon, was taken up, when 

Mr. BENTON rose and delivered bis views in 
relation to the imporiance of this Territory. 
said the subject had acquired an additional degree 
of importance from the fact that Columbia river 
was the only port by which the Territory could Le 
safely approached, the coast being iron bound and 
perilous in all directions save that, which was the 
great gaie through which the way was opened to 
the Pacific. It was a place where vesse's could be 
refitted, and in time of peace would be invaluable 
to ourshipping interest; while in time of was 1i 
would be indisdensable. He said our country 
looked to the accomplishment of a great navy as 
our best means of defence, and yet, instead of oc- 
cupying that position, which of right belonged to 
us, we bad allowed the only power to tak» it that 
could use it to our disadvantage. Incase of war, 
instead of having this asa harbor for our ships, 
they Would have to ron a gaunilei of 20000 miles 
before they could reach their home. The Brivish, 
discerning its advatages, had taken possession and 
held on toit. 

Mr. B. then glanced at the right on which the 
claim was founded; first, it had been disc: vered 
by the captain of an American vessel in 1790,who 
had taken possession in the name of his country, 
and had given the riveran American name. Again 


He | 





}| 


| 


i| 


adiminisiration of Jefferson by Lewis an] Clarke. 
Mr. B. continued until the morning hour bad 
expired, and gave way, to couclude his remarks 
hereafier. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. BENTON thought, asan hour only would 
intervene between then and the time agreed on for 
taking up the veto message of the President on the 
Bank bill, the intermediate period had better be 
occupied in sma'l matters connected with the busi- 
ness of the Senate. Aad he moved to lay the bill 
on the table for the present. 

Oa ths motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Bu- 


| chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 


| 


_ such distribution, a surplus equal to the amount of 
| said nett proceeds, after meeting and satisfying all 


|| question whether money would be raised for the 





| penses and appropriations, and the necessary pro- 


Fulton, King, Linn, MeRoberts, Mouton, Ni- 
cholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright and 
Young—2Q3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Milier, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, and 
White—23. 

So the motion was jost. 

- The Senate then proceeded to the conside’ation 
of the general erder of the day, being the disiribu- 
tion and- pre-emption bill; the motion pending be- 
ing the amendment of Mr. Cray of Alabama, that 
there should be in the Treasury, at the time of 


demands against the United Sta’es for current ex- 


vision for the payment of any portion of the public 
debt which may fall due. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted a slight mo- 
dification, at the suggestion of his friends. 

The amendment, as modified, was then read. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was a simple naked 


purpose of distribution; and where, in the Consti- 
tution, did they find the power to doso? He did 
not think it possible that any Senator would con- 
teud for such a principle. 

Mr MERRICK did not consider it a question of 
raising money to distribute, but whether they gave 
the money to whom it of right belonged. 

Mr. ARCHER considered the amendment an 
imporiant one. The question was wheiher we 
should distribute the revenue derived from public 
lands, while the Treasury was in such a condition 
as to compel a viclation of the compromise act io 
order to raise the meaas for the current expenses 
uf the Government 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said if the surplus was, 
above all the current demands, equal to the neit 
proceeds, then it might be distributed; bat as the 
bill now stood, the whole amount of the sales of 
the public lands could be distributed if there was 
not adoilar in the Treasury. Now he asked if 
there was any man, friendly to the compromise act, 
that could for a moment object to the preposition 
which he had submittec? And he hoped there would 
be a majority found in its favor. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, aud decided in the negative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Al'en, Archer, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, 
Linn, Mckoberis, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Wrghi and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentacky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huatington, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith ef Indiana, 
Southard, White and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. BENTON said he desirid to know how it 
was that the Distnet of Columbia was inceried in 
the bill, and the Terri‘ories were not. Did Con- 
gress not make the roads. bridges, and build court- 
houses and jails for this District? He wanted some 
reason for the thing. The only reason he could 
see was, that the District was here on the sp:t, 
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while the Territories were five hundred or a thou- 
sand miles distant. He should, therefore, move 
an amendment giving to the Territories of Fiorda, 


| lowa, and Wiskonsan, ten per cent. on the nett 


proceeds, in order that they might have a prelimi- 


| nary slice for themselves, and on this motion he 


demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SMITH oi Indiana had not a word to say 
against (he amendment. He concurred with the 
Senator from Missouri that there was no good rea- 
son why the District of Columbia shvuld be in- 
cluded, and not the Territories. He thought it 
unjust. This bill had been reported in the other 
House. He had no hesitation in saying that ail 
cughtto be placed on the same footing, and it was 
left to the Senate to do so. 

Mr. WALKER was sorry to hear the remarks 
of the Senator trom Indiana. He could give a 
very good reason why the Dvsirict of Columbia 
might be included, where the Territories were not. 
They could become Siates, while the Divtrict never 
could; and here was a preposition to rive ten per 
cent. to the Territories, while the District was to be 
excluded. The Territories were to have ten per 
cent; in a'dition to which, they would receive five 
hundred thousand acres on admission into the 
Uaion. To suike the District out, under such 
circumstances, would not only be injustice, but 
spoliation and robbery. Did not the people of the 
District pay a large amount of duties into the 
Treasury; and, while such an amount of duties was 
received from them, it would be an act of bigh- 
handed injustice to exc!ude them from the benefits 
of the bill. 

When the subject was before Congress in 1836, 
he had himself moved an amendment to include 


| the 10 miles square in thatact, but it bad been 


voted Ccown—wi h what reason or justice, he could 
never conceive. Another reason why the District 
should be entilled to all the privileges of this bill 
was, that the laud was derived from Virginia, a 
Siate that had g:ven two-thirds of the Jand that we 
were now about distributing among the States. 
Let the District bave i's share, and let it be set 
apart for the glorious purpose of education. He 
hoped yet to see the time come that it would be re- 
nowned for its schools aid its works of science 
and art, and become an example to the surround- 
ing States, and that foreign ministers and others 
might be enabled to judge of the people by what 
they saw. 

Mr. MERRICK followed, hoping the District 
might noi be deprived of its appropriate share of 
the proceeds of the public lands acquired by the 
common b!eod and treasure of the whole country. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would remind Senators that 
the proposiiion of the Senator from Missouri was 
not on striking out the District, but admitting 
the Terri‘ories to the privileges of the bill. 

Mr McROBERTS was gratified to learn that 
the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Smira,) though 
voting with his party, had admitted that the Ter- 
ritories ooght not to be excluded. Certainly there 
would be neither justice nor equity in such a pro- 
ceeding. He considered their claims even strorger 
than those of the District, because they were out of 
the limits of the twenty-six Siates,and were the 
early pioneers of what was to follow. It was the 
inhabitants of those Territories that first felled the 
forest and let in the glorious sun upon the lend. 
And should they be neglected or cut off? He 
thought every Senator who investizated the sut ject 
must see the moral right and jsstice of including 
ibem in the provisions of the bill. 

The hour of tweive baving arrived — 

Mr. McROBERTS yielded the ficor for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to the consideration of the spe- 
cial order—ihe veto message of the Pres:dent. 

Mr. BENTON then suggested that the bill now 
before the Sena‘e be passed informally, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to the consideration ot the spe. 
cia! order of the day. 

Toe CHAIR (oceupied by Mr. Kine) havirg 
propounded the question, announced that it was 
carried in the afirmative. 

The Whig Senators having voted in the nega- 
tive— 

Mr. HUNTINGTON called for a division. 

Mr. BENTOW asked if the mcss-ge of the Pre- 
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sideat wee not, by a vote of the Senate yesterday, 
made the special! order at 12 o’clock to-day, and 
if it did not come up as a matter of course? 

The CHAIR answered in the affirmative. 

Mr.BENTON,. Then I move to proceed to the 
order of the day. 

Mr. MANGUM said it was necessary to dispose 
of the special order, the hour having arrived for 
taking it up. He therefore moved that the Senate 
should proceed to the consideration of the message 
of the President; which was agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to the order of the 
day, which was the reconsideration of the bill to 
chaitera Fiscal Bank, together with the Presi- 
dent's objections thereto. 

Mr. MANGUM moved to postpone the conside- 
ration of the subject until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock 

Mr. BENTON called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

He conceived the Constitution was imperative. 
He read from it the clause setting forth the pro- 
ceedings which shall take place in the event of a 
bill being returned to the House in which it origi- 
nated, without the President’s signature. ‘There is 
clearly an imperative injunction that, when the bill 
shail have been returned with the President’s ob- 
jections, those objections shall be entered on the 
journal, and the House shall then proceed to recon- 
sider the bill. No language can be plainer. As 
soon as the entry cn the journal can be made, the 
reconsideration 1s to be proceeded with. Yesterday, 
it was agreed by the vote of the Senate that the re- 
consideration should proceed at 12 o’clock this 
morning——time being allowed to make the en- 
iry on the journal. The entiy has been made: 
it is not proper that any thing should intervene be- 
tween that entry and the reconsideration: he (Mr. 
Benton) had felt no’ litle surprise at the land dis- 
tribution being taken up this morning, under the 
circumstances, immediately after the morning busi- 
ness, and durisg a broken hour. Lt was preper 
that the business of the morning hour should go 
on the journal, but it was not proper that any of 
the general orders of the day should precede the 
special order of reconsideration of this bil, return. 
ed with objections by the President of the United 
States. Ii could not have en‘ered into his ima- 
gination that it could be the design to postpone 
the reconsideration indefinitely. Yet it was plain 
that mighi be done by the course now pursued by 
the majority here. There is an ayn obvicus vicla- 
uon of the orcer made yesterday, and then argued 
to be the only constitutional course. Now, he had 
a right to insist on the same constitutional princi- 
ple to-day, that the gentleman opposite a: gued from 
yesterday. There is nothing shown that can an- 
thorize the departure proprosed from the constitn- 
tional course Jjaid down so ciear!y. The words of 
the Constitution on this point are express and ce- 
cisive; they are that the reconsideration shall pre- 
ceed when ihe objections are entered on the jour- 
na!. The entry is now complete. The next step 
thenin order is the reconsideration: nothing else 


can bein order. {t is not left to the cecision of 


yeas and nays, for they are given to the Constitu- 
tion itself. ‘“Lhat instrument is paramount, and it 
is in this particular imperative, The Senate can- 
not go into other business without a total disregard 
of the Constitution. 

Mr. CLAY cf Kentucky observed that, per- 
sonally and irdividually, he had no w'sh for the 
postponement; but Senators around him had ex- 
pressed such a wish, and he was willing to acecde 
to their desire. As to the question of the Senate’s 
power to postpone, it was impossible to doubt. 
The Constiintion did say the Senate shou!d proceed 
to consider the President’s objections; bui it did not 
say that the Senate must reconsider them ina 
minote, or in an hour, orinaday. Dhd it direct 
that the Senate must consider the objections, and 
decide upon them without adjournment? Had 
the body no discretion? Might they not graduate 
the time of posiponement by the rela ive impor- 
tance of the measure, and ef the objeciions to ir? 
Must they act upon it eo instanti? Not pt all. The 
Constitution directed that the Senate shail proceed 
to consider the objections, and so it mus'; but the 
mode and the time, especially the time in which it 


shall do this, was always left to the sound dircre- 
tion of the body itself. There was not the smallest 
constitulional objection to the postponement; and 
if gentlemen went to precedents, they would find 
that on a former occasion, to which he had alluded 
yesterday, the President’s veto had been received 
in the 10:h of July, and it was not considered till 
the 13th, other business having intervened. 

The yeas and nays having been demanded and 
taken, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phe!ps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 
W oodbridge—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan. Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l1. 

So the Senate resolved to postpone the ccnside- 
ration of the veto on the Bank bill till 12 o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then moved to resume 
the consideration of the land bill. For the motion 
23, against it 21. 

So ihe bill was taken up. 

Mr McROBERTS concluded his remarks, ob- 
serving that, if the Territories were included, he 
could not object to the District. His only object 
was to do justice to the Terri ories. 

Mr. TAPPAN spoke for some time, but being 
immediately under the gallery, the purport of his 
remarks was not distinctly understood by the Re- 

orlers. 

Mr. BENTON said, as it was a general plunder, 
he was for lettingall in. He despised the whole 
system, but if it was to be forced on them, Missou- 
ri would not be so sordid as to seek to increase her 
share by diminishing that ef others 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose in consequence 
of aremark from the gentleman from Maryiard, 
that the Territories had not helped to pay for the 
public lands as munch as the District of Columbia. 

[Here Mr. Merrick explained that the District 
was token from contiguous States, as well as paid 
taxes under the tariff into the public Treasury. ] 

But, sir, said Mr. W. were not mest of the peo- 
ple in the Territories emigran's from the old States 
—bone of their bone and flesh of their flesh? 

And are not we here, on this, as on other octa- 
sions, legislatins for human beings, and not for 
land, or earth and rocks? Are not we looking, in 
this distribution, to the welfare of the living, rather 
than to dead matter? to the mind—the soul? The 
people of the Territories need education as much 
as thore of tae Disirict of Columbia, for whore 
education you provide in the bill. The last is 
right. I go fora share to this District; but, at the 
same time, I go also fora share to every nook in 
this vast continent where an American heart beats, 
or an American citizen needs assistance for im- 
proving himself and family by teaching, whether 
moral, literary, or reliyious. 

The people in the Territories need this aid—if it 
be given to any under this bill—more than those 
inbabi'ing the old states, or this District, Ta these, 
more wealth ex's s, aud public iostitutions and fa- 
cilities for iusiruction are mere matured and ac- 
cessible to all. 

If the Territories are in nonage, or minors in 
our great political family, as sone have argued, 
then they are fitter subjects for education—they 
needit more. If they cannot be treated as Siates, 
from their small and sparse population, and 
henee cannot in ferm be represented here, and 
in the other House, they require, and should 
receive, more from us tn substance. We should 
look more atier them as liberal guardians. 
We are bound more to proiect them, and to 
secure them every possible advantage as mo 
ral and aecountabdle beings, consistent with their. 
exposed condition. That very condition renders 
them more destitute than we, of roads and ca- 
nals; more destitute of schools and academies; 
more destitute of churches and public hospitals. 
We, to be sure, grant something to them at times 




























for ordinary expenses beyond what we do to the 
Siates, and henee we have given them no full share 
of the proceeds of the lands ull they become 
States. But we grantto them usually nothing as 
Territories, for several of those important objects 
before enumerated. Then why should we not ad- 
mit them to have at least 10 per cent. of the sales 
within their own limits, to relieve them, and to as- 
sisi them in these important respects, as we let the 
new States have i? 

The equitable right is as great. Their wants 
are greater. The usefulness of it is at least equal. 
The law anil the Constitution are stronger and clearer 
for gifts to the Territories than to the States; be- 
cau.e the former are under our domestic protection 
and Iegislation-more than the States. Wecan do 
for them what we cannotfor the States. Tney may 
furaish us with Presidents and Vice Presidents— 
Heads of Departments and Foreign Ministers— 
and how irrational, then, is it not to see to their 
education and improvemen:? 

But the President argues in his message that this 
distribution is to aid several of the States in the 
payment of their debts rather than for internal 
improvements or education. Then most conspi- 
cuovusly is one of the Ter.itories, Florida, more in 
debtand more in need than the neediest of the 
States. 

But there is another sight in the people of the 
Territories to our munificence—if any is implied 
in this distribution—not only equal, but even beyond 
that of many of the States. 

All the lands to be sold and divided within the 
limits of the States and Territories, are abont two 
hundred and twenty milliens of acres. Of these 
near sixty-eight millions are in these three Terri- 
tories, and the money to be paid for most of them 
isto come from the sweat of the brow of their 
Swn citizens. Should not they, then, receive a 
portion of the proceeds as wel! a¥ the States? 

Again: the land in two of these Territories, Flo- 
rida and Iowa, was purchased by th? general funds 
in the Treasury; mo_t of them, then, are the fruits 
of the tariff. 

‘Those funds were also raised more from the 
middling and working classes, such as are the peo- 
ple cf the Territories, than {rom the rich. They 
came from high duties on the great necessaries of 
life, suc as salt, molasses, iron, sugar. These, 
alone, pay half cf all our present duties, and these 
are consumed in the Territories, and therefore the 
revenuc from them paid there as much as in the 
States. The citizens there helped thus to buy the 
very lancs they tll, first from France and Spain, 
and net by cessions from the other States, and 
then from the General Government, by their own 
private hard earning and ecoaomijcal savings. 

Again: this very money to be distributed comes, 
in part, from them. Ycu are obliged to raise the 
whole amount of this very distribution (if made) 
from the tariff, end these hardy borderers in the 
Territories help to pay for it their proportion, as 
largely as in the States, because you have no sur- 
plus to giveaway. If, then, you give three mil- 
lions from land, When ‘you can now, in any way, 
realize not over sixteen or seventeen millions with- 
out them, from duties, and you need twenty mil- 
lions for expenses, you are obliged to raise from 
duties more by at least the three or foer millions 
you give away from lands. 

These adduioval duties are likewise \o be im- 
posed chiefly on the necessaries of life, such as 
tea and coffee; and being consumed in the Terri- 
tories as well as the States, the additional tax isjim- 
posed on the former, snd psid by themas well 
as by the latter. Why then, let me repeat the 
inquiry again; why should not they, as well as the 
people of the new States, or of this District, par- 
ticipate in some portion of the distribution? Why, 
when they not only in all possible ways, contri- 
bute to it, but expose their iron bodies, and brave 
breasts between you and the Indian tomahawk and 
war whoop un you frontier? Why, when they 
contribute nightly to protect your slumbers, and 
daily to secure your fields and villages from ra- 
pine, devastation, and butchery? 

But, say the gentleman on the other side, they 
will, ere long, be Sia'es, and then they may receive 
ashare, But is that to provide for the present? 
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Does that relieve existing and pressing wants? Is 
that the language toa child, when he now wants 
and now asks bread, to give him a stone, till he be- 
comes an adult? To refuse aid in education, and 
indebtedness, and improvements, now when most 
needed and most useful, becauseit can or may be 
bestowed at some future period when less wanted, 
is barbarous. Yes, not to help a drowning man 
in the flood, but encumber him with aid atter he 
reaches the shore, is mockery and hard-hearted- 
ness. 

That is your liberality to your children and 
neighbors in the Western wilderness. That is 
your kindness to wards under your guardiansip. 
They may, it is true, in time become States. But 
may not the District be retroceded to Maryland 
and Virginia, and also become parts of States? 
Even as soon as some of the Territories become 
States? Have they not asked it? Has it not been 
vindicated? Yet you give a share toits fashiona- 
ble, and in some respects deserving citizens, but 
not to the hardy pioneers of the Territories. Shame 
on such justice! 

The discussion was continued for some time by 
Mr. PRENTISS, Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and 
Mr. MERRICK. 

Tbe question was taken on Mr. Benron’s a- 
mendment, and decided in the negative as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Allen,Benton, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, VicRoberts, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Tallmadge, Teppan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright and Young—17. 

NAYS—Merssrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
Jer, Morehead, Phelp», Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Siurgeon, 
White and Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved to strike from the 9 h 
section of the biil that clause which restricted the 
States from disposing of any lands so granted at 
a less price than $1 25 per aere. 

Mr. SMITH ot Indiana contended that it would 
be better to Jet the bill stand as it was. 


Mr. SEVIER thought it would be humbugging 
and bamboozling the Siates to restrict them in their 
sales, as a very large portion of the land, it was 
well known, would never bring that price, and he 
would ask the yeas and nays on that motion. 


The question having been taken, the vote stood 
as folio ws: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, 
Wright and Young—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien,Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, HenderSon, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Milier, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Whit>, and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

Mr. SEVIE® said he had another amendment 
to offer, though he did not anticipate a much bet- 
ter fate for it than the other; he could but try it, 
however. The amendment was'to strike from the 
Sth section the words ‘subject to entry at private 
sale,’ so that the clause should read, “that the 
lands shall be located in parcels, conformable to 
sectional divisions or subdivisions of not less than 
320 acres, in any one lccation on any public 
land.” 

Mr. WALKER supported this amendment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE expressed the hope that the 
amendment would prevail, as it was reasonable in 
itself. 

The question was taken on this amendment, and 
decided in the affirmative, as follaws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Dixon, .Fulton, Hender- 
son, King, Lian. McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Porter, Rives, Sevier, Tailmadee, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbridge, Wright, and 
Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Han- 
tington, Ker, Mangum, Mertick, Miller, More- 


head, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Smiiii of Indiana, 
and White—18. 

An amendment offered by Mr. PORTER, of a 
verbal character, simply changing the phraseolo- 
gy. was adopted. 

Another amendment offered by 
Ajabama was also adopted. 

Mr. BENTON then offered an amendment to 
strike out “10 per cent. to the new States,” and in- 
sert 124.” 

On this proposition a debate encved, in which 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, SMITH of Indiana, 
HENDERSON, WOODBRID3E, WHITE 
WALKER, and others participated. No qurs- 
tion, however, was taken, 

And the Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torspay, August 17, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday having been read—¥ 

Mr. PROFFIT said he wished to make a privi- 
leged question, He moved to amend the journal. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had yesterday made a verbal report inimical 
to present action on the appropriation asked for hy 
the Secretary of War, to carry into effect the treaty 
made with the Miami Indians of Indiana—a treety 
of incaleulable importance to the State of Indiana, 
The chairman had, ashe(Mr. P.) thought, deported 
from the usual course, 11 not making a wri'ten re- 
port on a matter of such great interest. The chair- 
man had then stated that the Committee of Ways 
and Means had deeided that the appropriation 
could not be made at this session, a e riain rule of 
the Flouse prohibiting it. He (Mr. P_) wished that 
fact placed upon the journal. He wished ‘hs pro- 
ple of Indiana to understand how their nearest and 
dearest interests were thrust aside. He did not 
even agree with the Committee of Ways and 
Means in its conclusion, or their construction of 
the rule. At all events, he wished the facts placed 
upon the journal as stated by the chairman. 

The SPEAKER said he had been icformed by 
the Clerk that it was not cus!omary to give on the 
journal the reason for the action of the committee 

Mr. PROFFIT would move, then, he said, that 
th: chairman of the Comniittee of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Fittmore] be requested to make a writen 
report, that his (Mr. P’s) constituents might know 
how it was that this treaty had been violated. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might move 
to recommit. 

But the Reporter did not understand such a mo- 
tion to have been submitted, nor any other action 
taken. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the Journal! 
was so amended as to conform to the fact that the 
communication presented by him yesterday, in re- 
lation to the statue of Greenough, was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and net to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as therein stated. 

On leave given, Mr. TRIPLETT of Kentucky 
presented the petition of R. F. Kelly and forty-one 
other citizens of Hopkinsville, &c. in favor of the 
passage of a bankrupt law. 

Also, the petition of J. M) Ansten and twenty- 
five other citizens of Batler county, against the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law. 

Also, of G. A'kinson and sixty-two other citi 
zens of Henderson county, against the passage of 
a bankrupt law. 

Also, of John B. Frost and sixty-one other citi- 
zens of Hopkins city, against the passage of a bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland on leave given, 
presented a petition from citizens of Boston, pray - 
ing the appointment of a committee of invesiiga- 
tion (as the Reporter understood) to inquire into 
the practical operation of the existing tariff laws. 

On motion of Mr. K. the petition was referred 
to the Committce on Commerce. 

Mr. MATHIOT, on leave given, presented the 
proceedings of a public meeting of the Democracy 
of Licking county, in the Siate of Ohio, in strong 
opposition to the leading Whig measures, &c. 
Laid on the table. 

POST OFFICE CONTRACTORS. 
On leave given, Mr. BRIGGS, from the Com- 


Mr. CLAY of 








mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a billmaking appropriations for the Post Othice 
Department. 

[Tois bill appropriates the sum of $497,657 to 
enable the Department “to meet is engagemen's 
and psy its debts.”’) 

The bill having been read twice by its tile, was 
referred, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, to the Com- 
mittee ef the Whole on the staie of the Waicu; and, 
together with the communication from the Post 
Office Department, was crdered to be prinied. 

A message was received from the Senate, hrough 
A. Dikxcess, esq. Secretary, informing this House 
ihat the Senate bad passed the act (urther to extend 
the time for locating the Virginia military land 
warrants and returning surveys thereof to the Ge- 
neral Land Office. 

And also informing the House that the Presi- 
dent of the United States bad officially notified the 
Senate that he had appro ed and signed the bill to 
repeal the act commonly knowa as the Sab-T'rea- 
sury law. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BARNARD offered the following resvla- 
thon: 

Resolved, That at 12 o’clock meridian this day, all debate 


in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on Re- 


nate bill No. 3, entitled “An act to eatablish a uniform system 


of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” shall cease, aud 
the committee shall proceed to veie on any question, or on 
any amendments then pending, and on all amendments that 
may be offered, and shall then report sa:!l bill to the Heuse 
with such amendments as have been agrecdi to by the com 
mittee: Provided, That the commitiee may report said bill to 
the House at an earlier hour if they think proper 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend the resoiu- 


tion by subs'ttuting 2 o’clock for 12 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryiand moved to amend 
the amendment by striking out 2 o’clock of this 
day. and inserting 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

The a.endment to the amendment 
jected. 

And the amendment, by ayes 50, noes not count- 
ed, was also rejected. 

And then the resolution as origifally offered was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the House 
again resolved itself into Commitiee of the Whole 
on the Sa'e of the Union, (Mr. Trininanast, ot 
Rhode Island, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill from the Senate to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptey throughout th: 
United States 

The pending question being on ths motion of 
Mr. Gorpon, of New York, to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill. 

Mr. BARNARD (chairman of the Jadiciary 
mittee) addressed the commitiee in reply to seme 
of the arguments which had been urged in opposi- 
tion to the bill, concluding with a renewed and 
most urgent appeal to the House no lorger to 
withhold from the couniry this great measure of 
reliet, emancipation, and justice. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL addressed ithe committee 
at length in support of this bill, and in reply to 
the various objections which had been urged 
against it. 

Mr. SPRIGG of Kentucky then to’k the floor, 
and in the brief space allotted him, opposed the 
bill with much earnestness. He was cailed vpon, 
he said, to lay the foundation stone of a sysiem 
which he knew would not benefit, in any manner, 
the people he represented. He was called epon to 
suspend the operation o/ the laws of his own Siate, 
and, indeed, to nallfy them, for the benefit of 
strangers to itim interest and feeling. Kentucky 
was the first State in the Union, and, in- 
deed, the first community in the world that abo- 
lished imprisonment for debt; and yet, he proclaim- 
ed it with pride, that there was no country in the 
world where the obligation of contracts was so 
siriotly regarded, or where their performance was 
so easily enforced. His Yankee frienis who could 
live on the ocean—live by getting fish, and live in 
every sort of way, pretended to tell bim that their 
object was to cast the manile of charity and buma.- 
nity over these who were pressed down by miefor- 
tane; buthe knew their purpose fall weil. He wished 
to God he had time to trace the whole bankrupt 
system from the time of Henry 1V down to that of 
Henry the VIII, for he had read every statute 
that had been passed on that subject, and he knew 
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that bankrapt jaws were designed, not to 
give relief to the debtor, bat to give a more effi- 
cient remedy to the creditor. Did not his old 
friend Joun Quincy Apams know this? We twice 
(said Mr. 8.) had a bankrapt system in this coun- 
iry—first, when we weré colonies dependent on 
Great Britain, and afterwards when a bankrupt 
bill was enkcted in the time of the first Adams, who 
was as honest a man as ever lived, and did not 
pat his veto upon it when Congress pasted it. 
This bill, he said, was not wanting in his State, for 
he repeated that there was not a country in the 
world where there was a better system for the en- 
forcement of obligations than in Kentucky, and 
he could not consent to Jet his Yankee friends 
make laws for her. He would not consent for 
New York or Masrachusetts, which still tolerated 
imprisonment for debt, wo legisiate for Kentucky. 
He would ceil the people of the West, that the ob- 
ject of this bill was to bring them under the sur- 
veillance of New York aod New England. Pass 
this bill (said Mr. S.) and you will soon have the 
question raised whether this Government can re- 
jease men from the obligation of contracts—a 
pinciple that he never could give his con- 
sentto. By this bill, a contract made in Ken- 
tucky in good faith, might be annulled, if the 
man who made it happened to owe a debt in 
New York aud Boston. And all this (said 
Mr. 8.) comes from the land of steady habits. 
He thought the Yankees were the last men in the 
world who would ask the Government for telief. 
He thought they were prudent, industricus, and 
thrifty, and that they managed their affairs too 
well to be in want of the relief afforded by bank- 
rupt laws, Mr. 8S. here referred to the relief laws 
passed in Kentucky in times of upparalleled dis- 
tress—laws, he said, not to violate contract: or to 
relieve the debtor from his debts, but merely to 
suspend compulory proceedings for two years; 
and yet the merchants cf the Auantic Siates en- 
deavored, by the aid of the Federal courts, to set 
aside these laws, and subject the citizens of Ken- 
tucky to imprisonment. 

The CHAIR here interrupted Mr. 8. and in- 
formed him that the hour bad arrived when debate 
must cease. 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the commil- 
tee, in pursuance of the order of the House of this 
morning, proceeded, without further debate, to vote 
on the amendments pending, or that might be of- 
fered. 

The question was taken fir.ton the motion of 
Mr. Gorn: Nn to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill, and by ayes 79, uces 90, it was rejected. 

The first section of the biil being uoder considera- 
tion— 

Mr ROOSEVELT move to amend the same, 
by adding to the end thereof an additional proviso, 
“that no petition under this act shall be presented 
or filed before the 15th day of February next;” 
which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved an amendment, that 
nothing contained in the bill should be construed to 
alter o. repeal any State law for the relief of in- 
solvent debtors, or to alter or repeal any such law 
exempling certain goods or chattels Irom attach- 
uvent, execution, or distress; which amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT offeted to amend the section 
by inseriing “that every corporation issuing notes 
or bills to be put in circulation as money, and 
which, after the day of next, shall fail for 
thirty days to redeem such notes or Lills accord: ng 
tenor and legal effect thereof, shall be deemed 
bankrupt.” Rejected by ayes 56, noes 80. 

Mr. RANDALL of Maryland moved to amend 
the bill in the thirty-eighth line, by inserting after 
the word “tenements” the words “rights or credits.” 
Rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bill 
in the forty-ninth line by striking out the word 
“great,” and inserting “greater distance than thirty 
miles.” Rejected, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT also moved several verbal 
amendments to the section; all of which were re- 
jected. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to amend the seetion by 
adding, as an additional proviso, “that nothing in 








this act contained shail have a retro.pective ope- 
ration, or be construed so as to impair the obliga- 
uon of contracis.” Rejected. 

And the second section being under considera- 
tioo— 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend it, after the 
word “lien,” in the thirty-fifth line, by adding the 
following: ‘Except attachments hereafter made.” 
Rejected. . 

The effect of the amendment would be to dis- 
solve attachments made after the passage of the 
ac', and subject the whole property of the debtor, 
not exempied by law, to a pro rata distribution; 
whereas, the bill now allows one creditor to attach 
all the debtor’s property and retain it, if his claim 
is sufficient, and turns him over to the other credi- 
tors a bankrup!, strioped of all his means. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the sec- 
tion in the nineteenth line, by inserting ‘‘notice of 
the petition” in place of the words “more than two 
months.” Rejected 

Mr. RANDALL moved to strike out the last 
words of the secon, to wil: “and which are not 
inconsistent with the provisions of the second and 
fifth sections of this act.” Rejected. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved to amend the section by 
striking out the followicg proviso: 

Provided, ‘That the other party to any such dealings or 
transactions had no notice of a prio: act of bankruptcy, or of 
the intention of the bankrupt to take the benefit of this act. 
And in case it shall be made to appear to the court, in the 
course of the proceedings in bankruptcy. that the bankrupt, his 
application being voluntary, has, subsequent to the first day of 
January last, or atany other time, in contemplation of the pas- 
sage of a bankruyt law, by assignment or otherwise, given or 
secured any preference to one creditor over another, he shall 
not receive a discharge unless the same be assented to by a ma- 


jority in interest of those of his creditors who have not been so 
preferred. 


Rejected. 

Aud the third section being under considera- 
tlon— 

Mr. HUNT moved to amend it by inserting af- 
ter the word “children,” in the 35th line of the sec- 
tion, as follows: “‘And also the printed books of 
such bankrupt, not to exceed in value, in any case, 
fifty dollars.” Rejected. 


Mr. RANDALL of Maryland moved an amend- 
ment, (not heard by the Reporter,) which was re- 
jected 

And the fourth section being under considera- 
tion— 

Mr. PAYNE of Alabama offered the following: 

“Provided, however, That this act shall not be so construed 
as toauthorize the discharge of any person or persons who 
may be indebted to any one of the States, or to any bank, the 
capital of which is owned wholly, or in part, by a State, with- 
out the consent of such State, expressed by the Legislature 
thereof, or in conformity with the laws of such State; nor ehall 
it be so constrned as to authorize the discharge of any princi- 
pal debtor, without the consent of his or her securities or en- 
dorsers, until such securities or endorsers, also, shall have been 
discharged or released from ail liabiliiies on account of such 


securityship or endorsement, or shall have filed their consent, 
in writing, to such discharge.” 


R-jected. 

Amendments thereto were also offered by 
Messrs. RANDOLPH, FILLMORE, HOP- 
KINS, UNDERWOO9D, RANDALL of Mary- 
land, and BIRDSEYE, all of which were re- 
jected. 

Mr. PRO¥FIT moved to amend the section by 
inserting an additional proviso that no member of 
the present Congress shali be entitled to the benefit 
of this act; which amendment, by ayes 69, noes 81, 
was rejected. 

Mr. LINN proposed an additional section, to 
come in as section five, which was rejec:ed. 

And the fifth section being under considera- 
tion— 

Several amendments were offered by Mr. HA- 
BERSHAM, which were rejected. 

And the sixih section being under considera- 
ion— 

The fellowing amendment was proposed by Mr. 
LINN: 

“Add to the 6th section, after the word ‘bankruptcy,’ in the 
23d line, as followe: “except that nothing in this act contained 
shall take from the courts of the several States, who would 
otherwise have jurisdiction of the subject matter, juriediction 
over all casee and controversies between such assignee and the 


creditor or creditors of the estate, or between such assignee and 
the debtor or debtors of the estate.” 


Rejecied. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD also proposed an amend- 
ment to this section, which was rejected. 





And the eighth section being under considera- 
tion— 

Several amendments were offered by Mr. 
BIRDSEYE, all of which was rejected. 

Mr. EASTMAN offered the fuliowing as a new 
section, to be numbered 16 which was rejected. 

“And be it further enacted, ‘that all corporations through. 
out the ¢ nited States shal! be subject to provisions of this act 
in the same manner as individuals.” 

Mr. LINN offered the tollowing asa new section, 
to come in as section 17: 

And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contain. 
ed shall prevent any of the persons aforesaid, owing debts 
which shall have been created in consequence of a defalcation 
asa public officer, or as executor, administrator, guardian, or 
trustee, or while acting in any other fiduciary capacity, who 
shall, by and with the consent, in writing, of the creditor or cre- 
ditors to whom such debts are owing, present his petition ag 
atoresaid, from obtaining the discharge from his debts as afore. 
said: Provided, nevertheless. that such creditor or creiitors, on 
proving their debts as aforegaid, shall receive a distributive 
share of the estate ef such bankrupt; and provided also, that 
the effect of the discharge in the cases provided for in this sec- 
tion. shall only extend to discharge the persqns s0 applying 
from debts other than such as he shall owe in such fiduciary ca. 
pacity as aforesaid. 

R- jected. 

And the 17th section being under considera- 
tion— 

Mr. BARNARD moved to amend it so as to pro- 
vide that the bill shall take effect on the Ist of 
February, 1842, instead of the lst of November, 
1841. 

Mr. MAXWELL moved to amend the amend- 
ment by subsiituling the Ist day of March for the 
Ist day of February. Rejected. 

And the amendment of Mr. Barnarp was then 
agreed to. 

Oa motion of Mr. ADAMS, the words “and not 
sooner” were struck out of the said section. 

Some further amendments were offered by 
Messrs, ROOSEVELT, BIRDSEYE, and RAN- 
DALLof Marylane; all which were rejected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland offered the fol- 
lowing as a substitute for the bill: 


“Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the follow- 
ing: That every person seeking the benefit of this law, who 
shall make application therefor to the district eourt of the 
United States, for the State or District in which such person 
shall have resided when he last obtained, or shall obtain, under 
the laws of a State or Territory of the United States, a personal 
release as an insolvent debtor, shall be deemed bankrupt; and 
he may, on hearing of said application, be so declared, and be 
freely and fully discharged from all his debts, contracts, and 
engagements that existed at the time of his obtaining such per- 
sonal release: Provided, That it shall appear, to the satisfac- 
tion of said court, that he shall have given notice, for at least 
three months next before the time of making such such ap- 
plication, of his intention to apply for the benefit of this law, 
which notice shal! be published in two newspapers that publish 
the lawsof the United States, printed at or nearest to the city 
ortown where the said court may be held; and, also, that he 
shali have exhibited on file, in said court, for the same length 
of time previous to said hearing, an official certificate of his 
final discharge as an insolvent debtor under the laws of the 
State or Territory in which he resided, or shall reside, at the 
time of such discharge, together with duly certified copies of 
the inventory or schedule of his assets, andof his debis and 
liabilities. to which such discharge refers. or may have relation, 
and an official copy of the bond of the trustee or assignee of 
said insolvent debtor. 

‘And be it further enacted, Thatif there shall have been 
filed in said court, for the space of thirty days next before the 
time ofthe hearing of said application for the benefit of this 
law, any allegations made under oath or solemn affirmation of a 
creditor or creditors, charging said applicant, notwithstanding 
the prima facie evidence exhibited in his behalfas aforesaid, 
with having committed fraud, or a wilful concealment of pro- 
perty, or any undue preference of Creditors, the said allegations 
shall be first heard, and be determined either by the said court 
summarily, or by a jury which the said courtshall cause tobe 
summoned for that purpose, at the option of the bankrupt; and 
if it shall appear, to the satisfaction of said court, or of said 
jury, as the case may he, that the said bankrupt has been guilty 
of fraud, wilful concealment of his property, or any unlawful 
preference, to the injury of his creditors, he shall be deprived 
of all the benefit of his act; but if no allegations shal] have been 
filed as aforesaid, or if tie determination ofsaid courtor jury 
shail be in favor of said bankrupt, then itshall be the duty of 
the said court to decree a free and full discharge of all his debts, 
contracts, and engagements up to the time ef his personal re- 
lease as aforesaid, or discharge as an insolvent debtor; and a cer- 
tificate thereof shall be granted by said court, which certificate 
shallor may atalltimes be pleaded as a complete bar to all 
suits brought, or tobe brought, against said bankrupt, on. ac- 
count of said debts, contracts, or engagements, in any court 
whatever.” 


Rejected. 

After which, on motion of Mr. BARNARD, the 
committee rose and reported the bill, with the only 
amendment made, to the House. 

Aud the question being on concurring in that 
amendment, which provides that the bill should 
not go into effect until the Ist day of February 
next— 

Mr. CLIFFORD renewed the amendment of- 
fered by him in Committee of the Whole, and there 
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rejected; offering it now as an amendment to the 
amendment of Mr. Barnarp. Mr. C’s proposition 
was in the following words: 


“ Provided, further, That nothing in this act contained shall 


be construed to alter or repeal any state law for the retief of 


jnsolvent debtors, or to alter or repeal any such law exempt- 
ing certain goods or chattels from attachment, execution, or dis- 


tress. 

: Mr. BARNARD moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered, (being first 
on the amendment to the amendment ) 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, aud, being taken, were as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arringion, Atherton, Banks, 
Barton, Birdsbye, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Burnell, William Butler, Wm. 
O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, J. 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, 
Chfford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, J. B. Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, J. G. Floyd, 
C. A. Floyd, Fornance, T. F. Foster, Gerry, Gog- 
gin, William O Goode, Gordcn, Graham, Green, 
Gustine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClejlan, R. Mc- 
C'eilan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, A. Ran- 
dall, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, Ras ell, 
Sauford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Sol- 
lers, Sprigg, Steenrod, Summers, Sweney, Turney, 
Wallace, Watterson, Weller, James W. Wi'- 
liams, C. H. Williams, and Wise—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. An- 
drews, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Je- 
remiah Bown, Calhoun, T. J. Campbell, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, S. N. Clark, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, John Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Gamble, Greig, Habersham, 
Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hant, 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Nisbet, Usborne, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, B. 
Randall, Rhett, Ridgway, Radney, Rovoseveit, Sal- 
tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Siade, Smith, Stan- 
ly, Stratton, Stuart, Tahaferro, Jobn 6. Thomp- 
son, R. W. Vhomonson, Tillinghast. Toland, Tom- 
liasoa, Triplett, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Warren, 
Edward D. White. J. L. White, Thomas W. 
Willams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. 
Young, aud J. Young—96 ° 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

And the question recurring on agreeing to the 
amendment as awended— 

Mr. UNDER WOOD (for the purpose, he said, 
of testiog the sease of the House whether this bill 
Should be jaid over to the next session or noi) 
moved io lay the bill and amendments on the 
table. 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas a.d nays, which 
= ordered, and, being takea, were as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Banks, Barton, Bidlack, Birdseye, B tts, 
Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charies Brown, 
Burke, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, 
R. D. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, 
Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
J. G. Floyd, Chas. A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Gog- 
rin, W. O. Geode,Gordon, Graham, Green, Gus- 
tine, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Inger- 
soll, Jack, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
A. Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, Mattocks, Me- 
dill, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, 


Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Ramsay, Alexander Ran- 
dail, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Rges, Rogers, 
Sauaders, Syaw, Shepperd, Shields, Snyder,Spricg, 
Steenrod, Suart,Summers, Sweney, Tripleu, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Wallace, Warterson, Weller, 
Westbrock, J. W. Williams, and Wise —110. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brewn, Burnell, Calhoun, Caruthers, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Coshing, Wm C 
Dawson, Deberry, Jonn Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence, Fo.ter, Greig, 
Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, Wm..W. Irwin, James, 
I.D Jones, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, 


Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxweil, Mavnard, 
Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Nisbet, 
Osborne, Pendleton, Piamer, Powell, Benjamin 


Randall, Rando!ph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Russell, Salitonstal!, Santord, Sergean!, Simonton, 
Slade, Smith, Sollers, Sanly, Stratton, John B. 
Thompson, RichardW. Taompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, Ward, War- 
ren, Edward D. White, J. L. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Wil'iams, Christopher H. Wi!- 
liems, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and Ji bn Youne—97. 

So the bill and amendments were luid on the lable. 

And, on moiion of Mr. HOLMES, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wreopnespay, August 18, 1841. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senae a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, cover- 
ing a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, made in ¢ mpliance wih a rerolution 
of the 12 & instant calling for the number of addi- 
tional clerks appointed to the Land Oifice since the 
4th of March jast, with the salaries received, &c. 
Ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial frou the ma- 
nufacturers of chemical and dye stuffs, a: king that 
cremor tartar may be aimitied free of duty. Laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KER, from the Commitiee on the Judiciary, 
repoited ihe amendments made by the House to 
the billto amend an act en'iiled “An act to provide 
for the taking the 6h census,” with a recommen- 
dation that they be concurred in. 

Mr. K. moved that the amendments be then con- 
sifered; which motion was agreed to. 

The amendmen’s relate to the printing of 20,000 
copies of the census returns, aod binding the same 
in some cheap and substantial manner, provided 
that the cost do not exceed fifty cents per copy; and 
providin also for the taking of returns of Mon'g.- 
mery county, in Maryland, and adding the same 
io the enumeration of the State of Maryland. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama objected to the amend- 
ments. If he mistook no!, there was a proposition 
to aliterthe number of copies lo a very great 
amount. What were already printed would, he 
thought, be sufficient. According to the rate fixed 
for distribution amung the Siates, whatcamie to the 
share of Alabama would be enongh for all practi- 
cal purposes. Whih rezard to the fifty cents per 
copy for binding, he thought no price should be 
set, as, however much cheaper the work might be 
done, it would never be fixed at a less rate than 
that mentioned, 

Mr. CLAYTON understood the bill. to provide 
for the binding of the copies of the census, which 
would be of lithe use except substantially thoagh 
plainly bouad. 

Mr. CALHOUN insisted there was a propo- 
sition to print exira copies, or his ears Lad de- 
ceived him, and calicd for the readiog of the 
amendments. 

The amendments having been read, Mr. CLAY- 
TON moved to recommit the ‘bill; which motion 
was agiecd to. 

On motion of Mr. BENION, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the -enate what amouat of public lands are now survey- 


ed and prepared for market, and which have not yet been adver- 
tised for sale; also, what amount of public lands have been ad- 























vertived for sale wince the 4th day of March fast; aled, what 
amounts of land have been heretoture advertised tor sale by 
proclamations issued irom March to August, inclusive, during 
the last four years. 

Mr WRIGHT submitted the following: 

Resoived, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct: 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law tor the 
appointment of the commissioned officers emploved in the re- 
venue cutter service of the United Siates by the President and 
Senate in the same manner that commissioned officere in the 
nival service of the United States ace appointed; and also of 
prescriving by law ajust and proper iank as between them and 
the officers of the Navy when both are employed together upon 
the same service; and that the commitiee report by bill or 
otherwise at the next session of Congress. 

Mr. WOODBURY submiied the 
wulch was ordered to lic on the 
piinted: 

Resolved, 


bia be 


following, 
table and be 


That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
instructed to inquire into the extent and character of 
the disturbances in the galleries of the Benate on (Wo occa. 
sions atthe present extra session—-one ob the Goal passage of 
the biilfoca Feeal Bank of the United States, and one on the 
reading of the Veto of the said bill; and that they report whe 
ther any, and what, further legislation may be bec®seary to pre- 
ventor punish similar interruptions of the public business 
hereatter 

Also, that the said committee inquire and report in respect to 
the disturbances at or near the Presidenv’s House on the night 
ensuing the said veto; the description and object thereof; the 


number aud names of the persons con ‘erned in them, so far as 


can be ascertained; the punishment, If any, to which they have 
been subjected by the civil authorities for a breach of the public 
peace, or for riotous and Cumuliuous behavior on that occasion; 
and to recommend any additional measures, ofa lesislative cha- 
racter or otherwise, which may, in their opinion, be proper for 
the protection of the different beanches of the General Govern- 
ment from violent molestation, disturbance, and interruption, 
while engaged in the discharge of (heir pubito duties in the city 
of Washingwn. And said committee ts hereby authorized 
send for persons and papers. 


The CHAIR avrounced the order of the day. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped they would not proceed 
with the order of the day; there was bat lille more 
than av hour before they would hive to proceed to 
the consideration of the special order, being the 
bank bill and the accompanying veto mes-age. 
He thought the land bill a measure of too much 
magnitude Ww proceed with at short interval; he 
would, the:efore, move to lay it go the table, and 
proceed to the small busimess on the docket. 

Mr. MANGU © asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired if there was any 
Other business before the Senate ? 

The CHAIR answered there was not. 

Mr. KING said there were certain'y several 
matters on the table which ought to be taken up. 
There was the bill to extend the Ume for issuing 
mi itary bounty Jand warrants. 

The yeas and nays were withdrawn, and the land 
bill passed over by common consent. 

The bill extending the time for issuing military 
bounty Jan d warrants was thea takea up. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana proceeded to make 
some explanations of the object of the measure. 
He said it was simply to evable (hose persons wao 
bad proved themselves eotitied tothe warrants, to 
obiain them, the time for issuing them being limit- 
ed in the law, and having expired. 

Mr. CLAY ot Alabama, alter some remarks as 
to the impropriety of Consi ‘ering the subject at the 
present time, moved to lay the whole waiter on 
the table ull the *ext session 

Mr. BENTON said, filty-six years ago this ba- 
siness began, and it has been getliog worse and 
worse every day, the time being from time to time 
exiended by months till 1805, whea Congress foand 
it would be whipped, aud concluded to go by indi- 
viduals. Finding that would not do, Congress af- 
terwards fell on the plan of going by quantity; and 
from time to time that has been increased, all of 
which he attributed to the nego'ability of the war- 
rants, members of Congress who contributed to 
pass the bills, fizuriag largely in the traffic. 

Mr. SMITH had no feeliog in relation to this 
subject, but to discharge bis duty as chairman of 
ihe committee, by which the bill was rejected. He 
explained at some length the necessity for its pas- 
sage, and referred to a letter received from the 
War Department in explanation. 

Mr. PIERCE opposed the passage of the bill. 
Ke sail it the limitation originally fixed had been 
adhered to, more justice would have been aitained 
than by the extension. The claims were not found 
in the hands of the families of the soldiers, but in 
ithe hands of speculators, and were, almost in eve- 
ry instance, fraudulent. 

Mr. McROBERTS said that for all good and va- 
lid claims that might yet be outstanding and un- 
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satisfied, if there were any, he would most willing- 
ly make provision. But he said he could not cor- 
sent to vole foralawin general terms, like the 
one under consideration, without our knowing the 
extent of its operations; it was under these general 
laws that frauds were committed upon the Go- 
vernment. He said if the commitiee would report 
a biil setting forth the names of those entitled, the 
prc of being made to the committee, he wou!d vote 
for it—it was the only way to avoid imposition. 

A greaterror, and one for which the Govern- 
ment has paid dearly, is, that Congress had of late 
years permitted these claims to be assignable. It 
Was nol so originaliy. Mr. McRopents here took 
up a volume of the land laws, and read various 
passages; among “hich was an ordinance of Sep- 
tember 20ih, 1776, which provided “that Congress 
will not grant lands to any person or persons 
claiming under the assignment of an officer or sol- 
dier.” He also readfrom an ordinance of Con- 
gress of July, 1788, directing the Secretary of 
War to issue warrants for bounties of land to the 
several officers and soldiers of the late continental 
army, who might be entitled to the same. He 
also read from an aet of 1802, which directed the 
Secretary of War to issue warrants for military 
bounty lands to the two hundred and fifty-four 
persons who have produced satisfactory evidence 
to substantiate their claims, &c. Mr. McRosperrs 
said these acts showed the wisdom of the original 
legislation upon the subject. It refused to recog- 
nise an assignment, and the grants were made to 
the particular persons who had beforehand pro- 
duced sufficient proof that they were entitled. The 
time for issuing and locating these military land 
warrants, had becn extended from year to year for 
more thau halfa certury. He thought it was time 
to pause; he believed the safe mode for the 
fature would be to make mo grant unless specially 
examined and reported upon by a committee. 
Under laws passed a few years ago, there land 
Warrants were convertible into sc.ip, which was 
made receivable for public lands. Serip answer- 
ed every purpose of money, and thisone consi- 
deration multiplied th» temptations to obiain these 
land warrants by unfair means. [think sir, after 
a period of nearly sixty years, we should regard 
with jealousy these claims, and allow those only 
which are established by full proof; and the act of 
Congress allowing such claims, should specity the 
particalar persons or (heir heirs. 

Sir, allow me to call the atiention of this Senate, 
to instances of deeeption, which were attempted 
only a year ago, by which to obtain large 
grants of puble laid. At that time my position as 
solicitor of the General Land Office, made it my 
duty to examine and report upon claims to 
land, forwaided through the General Land Otfice 
to Congress, forcontirmation. At ons time, sir, 
I received a large namber of claims, I think two 
hundred, and for tracts from one hundred to ten 
thousand acres; they were examined and a report 
made, and which the Secretary of the Treasury 
transmi'ted to the Honse of Representatives. And 
what, sir, do you suppose the investigation of these 
claims disclosed? Why, sir, thata large number 
of them had been presented between twenty ard 
forty years ag®, had been investigated and rej ‘ct- 
ed by committees of Congre-s, or by commission- 
ers appointed to examiae them. And after the 
generation of men had passed away, who had re- 
jected these illegal claims, they were revive! and 
brought forward, and many of them allowed by the 
district land officers, they net having access to the 
records of former decisions, which we bave here. 
Further, in the two hundred claims referred to, 


there were found upwards of fifty which 
were forged in the names of the Spanish 
Governors of Louisiana, when that Territo- 


ry belonged to Spain. At the General Land 
Office, most fortunately, there is the means of d-- 
teciing counterfeits. It was by this, that property 
worth bundreds of thousands of dollars, was saved 
to the people of the United States. 

But, sir, there was one development made in the 
investigations of those claims that I must mention 
to the Senate, because it shows the danger of fraud, 
and therefore the great case which should be ex 
ercised in legislating upon the ancient land claims. 


You are aware that the writing paper used in the 
Spanish provinces, forty years ago, was very dif- 
ferent from that now now in use. The authors of 
these frauds, therefore, found it necessary to have 
Spanish paper. Yes, sir, they must have Spanish 
paper; and tha', too, withthe old water marks of 
1789 -95,-91, and 92. For this purpose, they 
obtained a few sheets of Spanish paper, and took it 
to a paper maker on the Ohio river, who, for fifty 
dollars, made them a ream of real, genuine Spanish 
paper; and that, too, beariug the water marks of the 
years [have named. It was upon this paper that 
the spurious deeds were written. Fortunately the 
General Land Office had a few sheets of the same 
ream, and it was one of the means of detecting 
the imposition and frauds I have been noticing. 

These things should admonish us to use all pro- 
percaution in acting upon these ancient claims 
connected with the prblic lands. I will vote for 
any claim that is clearly made out, but I cannot 
consent to vote for a law that may be so readily 
abused, and which may open the door to imposi- 
tion and fraud. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana replied; and the bill was 
passed over informally, and the letter received 
from Mr. Gordon, of the Bounty Land Office, or- 
dered to be printed. 

The hour of twe've having arrived, the 
President proclaimed the order of the day, 
which was the consideration ot the objections of the 
President of the United States to the bill chartering 
a Fiscal Bank. 

[The galleries and lobbies were crowded, in ex- 
pectation of the debate which had been aniici- 
pated.) 

Mr. BERRIEN rose and said that, under a sense 
of duty, he was induced to move that the conside- 
ration of the Executive message accompanying the 
return to the Senate of the bill to establish a Fiscal 
Bank be further pos'poned until to-morrow, 12 
o’clock. 


Mr. CALHOUN said he did hope that the ccn- 
sideration would not be potsponed. He did not, 


indeed, insist that the Constitution required that | 


the Senate should preeeed to such consideration 
immediately. A reasonable time onght to be al- 


lowed; but it was due to the Chief Magistrate and | 
to the Senate that a longer postponement should | 
The President’s message con- | 


not be permitted. 
taining his objections to the bill had now been in 
possession of the Senate and on the tables of mem- 
bers for two days. Surely there had been suffi- 


cient time te reflect upon i'; yet now it was pro- | 


posed still longer to defer action upon it. He 


asked the honorable Senator to assign some reason | 


tor the prodosed delay. 


Mr. BERRIEN replied, that when the Senator 
from South Carolina conceded that there was no 
immediate constitutional necessity for taking up 
the message, h* sonceeed all that was necessary tu 
cover the motion. When the Senator expressed 
his personal conviction that time enough had been 
a!lowed for reflecti n on the message, he expressed 
what would no doubt regulate his persona! con- 
duct; bat when Mr. B, stated that, under a sense 
of duty, he had asked for further time, he had 
stated his own conviction in regard to the course 
which ought to be pursued. Senators wou'd decide 
for themselves which opinion was to prevail 


Mr. CALHOUN rejoined. The Senator had 
admitted that the considerations on which he had 
come to the conclusion mentioned were confined 
to his own breast; and, if so, how were other gen- 
tlemen to judge of their force? Were the motives 
such as could not be publicly looked at? Were 
they founded on movements external to that cham- 
ber? It was ceriain'y due to the Senate that a rea- 
son be given; it was quite novel to refuse; some rea- 
son was always given; be had never known it to be 
otherwise. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that the Senator was at !i- 
berty lo suggest whatever be might think proper; 
but that should not conclude Mr. B. as baving 
made a mo'ion here for reasons which he could 
not disclose. He submitted to the Senate that 
there were, apon the face of the paper itself, am- 
ple reasons, from the importance of its subject mat- 
ter, why it should be maturely considered. If the 


a 





Senator thought otherwise, he would, of course, re. 
sist the motion to postpone. 

Mr CALHOUN said that, as th’s was a very ex- 
traordinary motion, the votes of Senators upon it 
ought to be recorded; he would, therefore, demand 
the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered accordingly, and stood as 
follows: 

YE4S—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indana, Soathard, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

So the consideration of the message was post- 
poned till to morrow, at 12 o’clock. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the general order, being the distribution and pre- 
emption bill. 

The amendment of Mr. Benton was still pend- 
ing, viz: to strike out ten per cent. to the new 
States, and insert twelve and a half. 

Tne question was taken on this amendment with- 
out farther debate, and decided in the negative, as 
fo lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton,-Clay of A'aba- 
ma, Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Porter, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bridge, and Young—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Ni- 
cholyon, Phelps, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Sturgeon, White, and Williams—27. 

Mr. FULTON then moved to amend the bill so 
that the disiribution of the nett proceeds of the 
public lands should be in accordance with the re- 
presentation of the several! States in Congress. 

Mr SMITH of Indiana said the amendment 
would change the principie oa which the bill was 
placed. What weuld they do, under this amend- 
ment, with the Dis'rict of Columbia and the Terri- 
tories, which had no Senators?’ He contended that 
the bil!, as it now stooj, gave equal justice to the 
new States, and hopél the amendment would not 
be adopted. 

Messrs. BENTON and WALKER briefly advo- 
cated the amendment. It was peculiarly preper 
that the apportionment should be made acoording 
to the representation of the States here. It would 
benefit eighteen States, while it would, in some de- 
gree, diminisli the shares of the other larger States, 
and mete out justice to all. 

Mr. WHITE opposed the amendment. The 
bill proposed the distribution according to the re- 
spective population, and on the same principle as 
direct taxatioa would be levied. The amendment 
seemed to have an appearance of plausibility on 
its face; but the provisions of the bill were strictly 
equal. He thought the bil! had been uncer consi- 
deration a sufficient time. Amendments were now 
offered of the same principle as bad been rejected, 
and they should now proceed to voting, rather 
than further discussion. The session had been 
prolonged nearly to the extent of endurance, and he 
hoped, as well as believed, that the bill would pass, 
and it would not pass alone, but be accompanied 
by other measures. 

Mr. BENTON thanked the Senator from Indi- 
ana for this avowal; it was a confirmation of what 
he well knew befure— hat measures, at this extra- 
ordinary session, were not passed or rejected upon 
their merits, but made to depend one upon another, 
and the whele upon a third! ht was all bargain 
and sale. All was conglomerated into «ne mass, 
and must go together or fall together. This was 
the decree out of doors. When the sun dips below 
the horizon, the faie of the measure is decided; a 
bundle are tied together; and, while one goes ahead 
as a bait, another is held back asa rod. And does 
not this extend to other measures besides bills? 
Here Mr. B. by his looks and manner, evidently 
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alluded to the batch of postponed Abolition nomi- 
nations; and went on to dilate at large upon the 
enormity of the priuciple upoa which measures were 
got through—bills passed—delayed—taken up— 
jaid down—flattered with a passage, or threatened 
with rejection—jest as the tae of the other mea- 
sures seemed good or bad. Mr. B. understood 
that a Bank way now to be chartered, and remind- 
ed his friends that he had warned them to look to 
the repeal, and not to the veto—that it was now 
avowed that things which cannot go per se can go 
inter alia! - 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that they had had 
a lecture on the consamption of time; and had been 
told by the Senator from Indiana (Mr. Waite] that 
the minority ought to withdra v, and let the Whigs 
proceed in ther own way. The Senator said that 
those who offered amendments did so for the pur- 
pose of killing time. Now, he would ask for the 
grounds upon which the assertion was predicated, 
and why it had been made? 


Mr. WHITE did not say what the Senator im- 
puted to him. His remark was, that Senators 
azain moved amendments after an expression of 
the Senate had been elicited upon them. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that they had done 
no such thing, and had noteven made at attempt to 
doso. As torhimself, he had submitted no amend- 
ment which he did not think consistent with the duty 
which he owed to hivown State, as wel! as to the 
Union, and none of his friends had submitted pro- 
positions to consume time, They knew perfectly 
well that that was not the way to defeat the mea- 
sure, and that if it could not be done by appealing 
to the sense of justice of those who supported the 
bill, it coald not be done at all. The Senator 
from Indi..na had said that this was like a reveaue 
bill, which had been reported to the House, and 
therefore they ought not to amend it, but le: it pass 
as it was. Now he would like to kaow where the 
Senator got this idea. Had they come to this, that 
the services of the Senate could be dispensed with 
in these matters? Were they to be deprived of 
th right of modifying a bill whenever they mght 
think it proper, and be compelled to take it for 
granted that ail was righ? He was not prepared 
to swallow doctrines of this kind, nor was he 
prepared to take the Senator’s word that minori- 
ties should submit, and that, therefore, the mi- 
nority in this chamber should submit. Did 
the Senator mean that this bill should pass in 
connection with other measures, and that, because 
a party, being a majority, metin secret, and de- 
bated the constiiutionality of measures, and deter- 
mined that ail modifications should be rejected, 
that they wera to sit in quietly theie places and 
wait for gentlemen to do that which they had 
agreed upon in secret? The Senator had said that 
the majority would pas, not only this, but other 
measures, the Bank bill and all, and had intimated 
that opposition was in vain, and that, like gocd 
natured fellows, the minority should submit and be 
quiet. Bathe was not prepared to conform to the 
course prescribed for him, and he would, when- 
ever it should be proper, assert the righ's of his 
constituents and of the States, and would at ali 
times be prepared to defend them. Before he 
took his seat, he would express his hope that the 
amendment which had been offered by the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas would be adopted. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky concarred in one idea 
of the Senator from Indiana, most decidedly, and 
he entreated Senators, on all sides of the House, 
to consider it—he alluded to the cesire that this 
bili should be brought to a close, whalever might 
be the result, it had been so long before them. 
There laid behind it another important measure, 
with which the honor and character of the country 
were most immediately connected, and which he 
hoped would be taken up, and passed immediaiely, 
afier the decision of the bill now before them. He 
alluded to the measure, which it was necessary to 
adopt this sess.om; otherwise, before the middle of 
December nex!, the Government and the country 
would be “aground,” unless they resorted to some 
other loan bills. He bane therefore, that they 
would proceed with the bill, He did not ask gen- 


Vemen to proceed with precipitation, but he en- 
treated them to consume as litle time as possible, 
and allow the bili to be decided. 

Mr. LINN observed that he would not have 
felt it necessary to say one word on the present 
occasion, hed not the remarks of the Senator from 
Indians (Mr. Sarre) carried with them an nnder 
current cf implied censure to operate ont of doors 
against the mimority in the Senate; that opposition 
amendments to the Distribution bill have been got 
up and persisted in, for the purpose of consuming 
time, and not with any sincere desire of improv- 
ingthe bi!', or any possible hope of defeating it. Now, 
he, Mr. L. cou!d not suffer any imputations so un- 
founded and unjust, to go before the country, with- 
out contradiction. He would not permit any mis- 
representa'ions cf the motives or conduct of him- 
self or of those with whom he had the honor and 
pleasure of acting, to go abroad, while he was pre- 
sent to refate them. What could be more disingenu- 
ous than to place the delay of this bill in passing 
through the Senate, at the door of the nainority, 
when it was notorious that, within the last week, it 
had been repeatedly told to the chairman of the com- 
mittee who reported the bill [Mr. Smira of Indi- 
ana] that the Senators on the opposition side of 
the chamber were ready and willing to go to the 
vote; and it was equally notorious that the chair- 
nran and his friends declined the proposition, be- 
cause it would not have been prudent on their 
part, as they seemed to think, then to test the ques- 
tion? Was it not a gross misrepresentation to 
scharge the minority with delay, when it was the 
gentlemen thems:lves, who wanted to be sure of 
carrying their bill, that consumed time, till all their 
measures, of which this was but aconcurrent par', 
were ready? The gentlemen themselves were not 
prepared to take the vote; butseemed very anxious 


to shift the responsibili'y of delay upon those 
who had manifested the u!most willingness to 
put it to the test at any time. So it was 


with their darling measure, the Bank bill—that 
panacea which was to work such misaculous cores 
for all the ills and complaints ef Whigery. When 
that bill was on its progress, most of the amen!- 
men's snggeste] by the Opposition were opposed 
on the grounds of being intended for factions de- 
lay. But those impntations were promotly re- 
peiled; and when his friend, the Senator from Ala- 
bama, | Mr. Kixa,] on the Tharsday of that week 
offered that the vote should be taken on the sue- 
ceeding Saturday morning without debate, the 
proposition was declined, but the admission was 
extorted that some further delay was necessary for 
the friends of the measure. Yes, delay was then 
convenient, for that bill could not have been 
passed, great as was the charm it was to have in 
curing all the ailments of the country, without a 
musier of forecs. That was not the only ins'ance 
during this extra session of theconvenience of delay 
to the majority, and the uncandid attempts to shift 
the responsibility on the minori'y. These artifices 
grow out of the system adopted for carrying through 
measures that never could be carried through other 
than by trick and art. The majority, which bv 
force; and not by argument, has to carry their 
measures, must meet in secret to delibera'e upon 
when it is safe to take a step forward, and when it is 
prudent to take a step backward: when to take up, and 
when to lay down: when to precipitate their mea- 
sures, and when to hold them back. They have 
the poxer to meet at what hour they please, sit as 
long as they please, and adjourn at their own time. 
The minority bas nosuch power. It is necessarily 
compelled to take whatever time is open to it for 
offering and advocating such amendments as the 
safety of the country demands. If more time were 
required by the minority than by those who had 
the power te operate by numbers when areument 
failed, it was reasonable that time should be given. 
But even this poor privilege had not been claimed. 
Less, instead of more, time was consumed Ly the 
minority than by the majori'y; yet little az was that 
time, attempts were made to stifle opposition by 
charges of factions delay, without a shadow of 
foundation. There had been enough of falsehood, 
misrepresentation, and delusion. The country was 
awake to these impositions, and required only to be 
informed of the movements of the wire-workers to 
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pe ple should be informed. As fart as it was pos- 

sible for him and his friends to lay that informa- 

tion before the country, it should be done. Every 

man ia the community must be told how this 

Bank bill, wauich was intended to rule the country 

with a moneyed despolism for vears to come, had 

been passed—how a national debt was entailed ap- 
on the country—how this Bankrapt bill was forced 

through, as he (Mr. Linn) now understood it was, 

by amsjority of five votes, in the other end of the 

Capitol, many of its Whig opponents dodging be- 
hind‘the columns; and how this land distribution 

bill was now inthe course of being passed, and 

the tricks resorted to to effect its passage. bt was all 
part and parcel of the same system wich was 
concocted in Harrisburg, wrought with such 
blind zeal at the Presidential election, and per- 
fected by being compressed into a Congressional 
caucus, at an extraordinary called, but uncalled 
for, session. Yes, the Harrisburg nomination 
system las now come back, and the way is 
smoothed for its secret and silent action. All was 
well till the veto on the Bank bill checked the 
dream of ultimate success: and then the salvation 
of the party was to be caucused. The Harris- 
burg nomination system was again to be the last 
hope, or they woul” have to give up their extra 
session, and go back to their homes withouteven a 
fig leaf to hide their nakedness. If they could but 
get a few rags—a suit of old clothes to cover them 
goirg home, it would bea great godsend. Well, 
as they cannot return home in all the gay trappings 
and decorations which they promised their friends 
in the shape of anold fashioned Bank, let them in 
charity, caucus for the suit of old clothes. And 
they are now caucusing for the suit, and will get 
it. Letitbe ever so much diminished of its fair 
proportions, they will have a Bank bill—such as 
they can get, they will get. They will have their suit of 
old clothes—for they never coidd go home with 
nothing but a single fig leaf. With = this 
motiey suit they can misrepresent and bam- 
booz'e, and begin over again. Bat their mis- 
representations are made manifest. ~The false- 
hoods the Whigs told about the last Administra- 
tion having left the country forty millions of dol- 
lars in deb’, have been exposed. Itis known that 
they were obliged to come down from forty to thirty 
milions—to twenty millions—and, at last, one was 
found to say he would fall as !ow as nine millions; 
but he could fallno lower. Like the man who 
swore he had killed a wagon load of snakes before 
breakfast, when they ezme to be counted, there 
might be a half dozen; these misrepresentations 
aboutthe national! debt, and all the other misrepresen- 
tations which they had made their stepping stones 
into power, had been knocked from under theic 
feet, and they were now obliged to stand forth in 
their own diminutive stature. They wanted one 
thing yet to lift them ont of the slough of despond, 
and ihey wonld try hard for it—and a lame one 
ihey were likely to get. They wanted a Bank 
bill, such asthe Kxeewlive will sign. ‘Fhe genile- 
men were welcome to such a one as they cou'd 
get. . 

Phe opposition bad been taunted with having exult- 
ei too soon over the President’s veto. For one, he 
had exalted, nay, rejoice at the preservation of 
the Constitation by the Execative from the grasp 
of an overshadowing moneyed monopoly, which 
was intended to be fastened upon the country at 
the expense of its dearest rights. And although 
ihe friends of a National Bank here, may work 
up something the President will sign, 1 will be 20 
modified and shorn of its strength, as to render it, 
perhaps, a comparatively haimless affair. Be 
this as it may, he returned thanks to the Presi- 
dent for what he had done. 

Mr. KING observed that it was obviously the de- 
sigan of the mover of this measure not to admitof any 
amendments, even though they shoul. be for the 
better. Senators on the other side admit that they 
cannot entertain the amendments cffered from this 
side, even though, in their hearts, they know many 
of these amendments have much to recommend 
them. They acknowledge that such amendments 
are desirable; but they cannot vote for them, be- 
cause their adoption would endanger the bill, 
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However, he (Mr. Kine) now saw that the bill 
Was to be passcd, whatever might be the honest 
Opinions Of some of the gentlemen opposed, in fa- 
vor of the amendmenis rejected. It was something 
new for tho.e whose long standing and experience 
should have had some weight, 'o be lectured by 
their young friend from Indiana [Mr. Waite] on 
their duties, aud to be informed of what was mght 
and proper for them to do. Dd that Senator mean 
to take upon himself any prerogative to dictate to 
the minority what it was their daty todo? If be 
did, he would find that they alre:dy knew full well 
what was their duty to the country, to their tonsti- 
tent:, and to themse!ves; and that they would act 
accordingly. 

That Senator’s memory must have failed him, 
or he would have seen that biv imputations of de- 
lay, thrown out agaist the minority, were unjust 
and unfounded. When the Bank b ll was on its 
way through the Senate, he, (Mr. Kina,) finding 
it was determined to vote down a!l amendments 
from his si.e of the chamber, proposed to take the 
vote on the final passage ata given hour ona suc- 
ceeding day, and without further debate, The Se- 
nator should a'sé have called to mind that his 
proposition was rejected by the friefids of 
the measure, and the passage of the bill 
was postponed from day to day, becanse 
one honerable Senator had gone home, and 
another had to be persuaded to absent himself, 
With regard to this Distribution bill, was not the 
Sena'e aware of the fact, that one week ago, he 
(Mr. K.) bad proposed to the chairman on Pabhe 
Lands, and be was authorized by his political 
friends to do 40, to take the vote of the engross- 
ment of the bill, without (urther debate, and the 
honorable chairman had declined the proposition? 
Was i' not very well known that it was not any 
part of the plan of the gentlemen on the other side 
to hurry it through by itself? and now the Senator 
foom [odiana (Mr. Warre) confirms the fact, by 
openly avowing that it was necessary it should 
accompany other measures cotempcoraneous with 
it. A new impetus was obtained frem the vote just 
given inasother branch of the Capitol, by which 
the Bankreyt bill from this House had been 
passed. 

{Here a message was received from the House 
of Representatives, announcing that the Bankrupt 
bili had been passed by that body with two amend- 
menis | 

Mr. KING, (in continuance) That, sir, is the 
bill. There itis, sir. Taat is the bill which is to 
hurry this Land Distribution bil to i's final pas- 
Sage, without either amendments or debate. Did 
notthe Senaior know that yesterday, when the 
Bankrupt bill was Jaid on the table by a decided 
vote in the other House, the Distributioa bill 
could not, by any possibility then existing, be 
passed in this House? But now the case was alter- 
ed. A reconsideration of the vote of yesterday 
had taken place in the other House, aad the 
Bankrupt bill was now returned to the Se- 
nate for concurrence; aller which it would want 
but the signature of the Executive to become a 
Jaw. But bow had this change been so suddenly 
brought. about? How, but by putiing on the 
screws? Gentlemen whose Siates cried aloud for 
the relief of a bankrupt law, were told they could 
not have it unless they would pay the price—they 
must pass the disiribution bill or they should have 
no bankrupt bill. One part of the bargain was 
already tulfiiled: the bankrupt bill was passed. 
The other part of the | argain is now to be consum- 
mated: the distribution bill can pass now without 
further delay. He (Mr, Kina) had had the honor 
of a se:t in this chamber for many years, bat 
never during that time had he scen legislation so 
openly and shamefully disgraced by a system of 
bargain and sale. This extra sesswn of Con- 
gress wovld be long remembered for the open and 
undisguised extent to which this s>stem had been 
carried. 

A new and cheering light had apparently raised 
the drooping hopes of the gentlemen opposite, and 
under this excitement their hopes of the great pa- 
rent measure are revived. He [Mr. Kine] how. 
ever, had full confidence that the President of the 

United States would continue to discharge his du- 
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ty; aod if he did—and who could doubt that he 
w ulc?—the gentlemen may not, even aS soon as 
his friend from Missouri predicted, get the suit of 
old clothes to carry home w th them. 

In all the suggestions he (Mr. Kina) had offered 
or aivocated for amending measures brought be- 
fore the Senate, he had been wholly un'nfluenced 
by partisan views. He had not himself, and he 
could say with confi lence his friends had not, in 
any one instance, been actuated by any design of 
delaying these measures beyond the time necessary 
for the deliberation cailed tor by the importance ot 
the bills brought under discussion. He had 
oppesed the Bankrupt bill tor reasons candidly 
avowed when that measure was under discussion. 
He did so although his private feelings impelled 
him to go as far as any man ia affording relief to 
the unfortnnate, provided it could be done without 
injastice, and without destroying existing rights of 
too sacred a character to be lightly disposed of. 

With regard to this Distribution bill, be would 
ask what propriety there was in passing it in its 
precent form? Was it not notoriously defective 
and unequal in its operations, setting aside the ob- 
jections to the general princ:ple? 

Here Mr. K. at some length demonsirated the un- 
eqval operation of the bill on several of the States, 
particularly in*tancing those of Alabama and Mis- 
souri. Onght there not to be something like ju.- 
tice in the distribution proposed? Ought not that 
distribution to be eotirely independent of party 
considerations, or of the eflect likely to be pro- 
duced on particular men or measures? Ought ét 
not to be entirely governed by principles of equity 
and equal justice} The question, instead of being 
horned, on a bil! so imperfect and unjust, ought to 
be postponed until some better and more equitable 
plan could be devised for making this distribution, 
if it must be made. Tue party now ureing it for- 
war! so precipi‘ately, wili find, thatinstead of gain- 
ing strenth by this bill, they will please nobody 
and dissatisfy the'r own friends. Instead of mak- 
inz political capital out of it, they will lose politi- 
cal capital by it. Tae portion of public lands 
io be received by the old Sates will beso paltry, 
in proportion to their population, that they wiil de- 
spise it. The portion avsigned to the new Siates 
will be so inadequate to their just expectations, 
that those States will feel ind:gnant ai the injustice 
offered them, Will not the gentlemes on the other 
side lose more political capital by their bill than 
they possibly can gain? 

Tne Opposition side of the chamber was charged 
with deiaying this measure. Would thegentlemen 
|) their bands on their bearts, and say the delay 
was occasioned by the Opposition? Would the 
Senator from Indiana say 1? He (Mr. Kise) 
would ask that Senator (Mr. Smita ot Indiana] 
was he prepared to take the vote on this bill, antil 
he had heard that the Bankrupt bill had passed the 
other House? 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, in reply, that, for 
his own part, he had had po consideration but that 
of his duty as chairman of the committee, to get 
the bill thrdugh in reasonable time, allowing for 
such amendments on both s.des as the Senate might 
please to hold under discussion. 

Mr WALKER rose not to prolong the debate 
on the distribution bili, but to ask that it might be 
laid on the table, that the bill to es ablish a general 
bankrapt law, which had just been received from 


_ the House, might be taken up, and theamendment, 


which was unimportant, might be concurred in by 
the Senate. H > expressed his ardent joy at the 
passage of this bill by this House, which was so 
imperiously deranded as a measure of great relief 
to a suffering community, which he desired should 
not be beld in suspense another night; but that 
they should immediately take up the amendments, 
aniactonthem. For this purpose he moved to 
lay the distribution bill on the table. 

Mr. LINN ealled the yeas and nays on this mo- 
tion. He would give the history of the case. They 
had delayed the veto message two days, and now, 
afier a lecture from their young friend from India- 
na, (Mr. Wuire,] had got upon the distribu'ion 
bill. Now his friend trom Mississippi proposed to 
take Op the bankrupt bill. Did he suppose it was 
to be passed so easily? 


Mr. WALKER. They are but formal amend. 
ments, and will require no time. 

Mr. LINN. ‘They did not know but the 
amendmenis would open the subject to debate. 

The motion was then carried, and thus the Dis. 
tribution bill laid on the table, by the following 
vo'e: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay. 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, 
Evans, Henderson, Huniiogion, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pres. 
tun, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tali- 
madge. Walker, White, and Woodbrjdge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Bachanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay of Alabama,Clayton, Cuthbert, Falien, 
Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Pierce, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright and Young—21. 

Mr. WALKER then moved to proceed to the 
considera'ion of the amendments of: the House to 
Bankrupt bill. Which was agreed to. 

The amendments were then read, being merely 
to fix as the time for the bill to take eifect, the Ist 
of February next, instead of Ist of November, and 
another merely verbal. 

Mr. BERRIEN briefly explained the propriety 
of the amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, from the tone of the 
letters he had received from politicians differing 
with him, be should advise his friend from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Wa ker] noi to be quite so soft as, 
in his eagerness to pass this bill, to agree to this 
amendment, postponing the time for it to take 
effect to February, as it would be repealed 
before its operation commenced; although it 
was now macdea price of the passage of the dis- 
tribution bil. He felt nota particle of doubt bat 
there would be a violent attempt to repeal it next 
Session. 

{Mr. Benton. Taey will attempt to repeal it in 
ten days a ter the commencement of next session. } 

Mr. Buchanan. As a party maa, he would not 
want betier capital than this billto workon. His 
great objection to this bill was, that it would en- 
courage the wild spiritof speculation to wh ch they 
were exposed, and which in this growing country 
ought rather to be restrained. It would have the 
effect of driving speculation to the highest madness, 
by informing every man, in case he failed to win 
the golden prize, he might blot out his obligations, 
and commence ngain. He was opposed to the 
amendment. 

Mr. WALKER said when his friend from Penn- 
sslvania spoke of his being ‘‘soft,” he did not 
koow whether he referred to his head or heart. 
Bui he was not soft cnough to run the chance of 
deteating this bill by sending it back to the House. 
The Senator’s arguments were rather “softer” than 
usual, for if it were to be repealed, in case the 
lime before its going into operation were extended, 
it would be an additional reason why the Senator 
should support the ameadment. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked, in case they postponed 
the operation of the bill, to give an oppor'unity to 
carry the measure to the people, aud give the Con- 
gress a chance to repeal it, if that was “‘goading on 
the Senator to madness.” If it were repealed, it 
would be because ibe people willed it, and, if so, he 
would venture to say that ihe Wiig party would 
concur init. He was glad that the amendment 
was adepted. If the people of the United States 
did not want a Bankrupt bill, they would, by this 
amendment, have an opportunity to repeal it; and 
they would go before the people with it, and they 
might come here on the Ist Monday in December 
aud have an issve on it, if they wished. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Moreueap] had misunderstood him. 
He had remarked that the operation of a bankrupt 
law generally, would have a tendency to goad on 
the spirit of speculation to madness. He bad 
stated that those who would “logroli,” and vote for 
the distribution bill to gwt the bankrupt bill, might 
be deceived. The distribution bill went into ope- 
ration, and the bankrupt bill was to be postponed 
to February, and before that time might be re- 
pealed. 

Mr. CALHOUN did not concur with his friend 
from Pennsylvania, that there would be any effort 
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to repeal this bill. I would be exceedingly popu- 
Jar atits first “go off;” and if this bill passed he 
hoped that none of his friends would atiempt to 
repeal it. It would, if permitied to work, produce 
jts legitimate effects, and was enough to detroy 
any Administration. He saw that this was a 
doomed Administration. It would not only de- 
stroy them, but blow them “sky high.” 

Mr. PRESTON said his feelings bad been very 
much against the bill. He had voted against the 
engrossment, but this amendment was good in it- 
self, and he should support it. 

After turther remarks by Messrs CUTHBERT 
and CLAY— 

Mr. ALLEN said he did not rise for the pur- 
pose of protracting this discussion, but to make a 
motion. The effect of the amendment to this bill, 
adopted by the House, was to postpone its opera- 
tion until the Istof February last. 
the reasons given ky the Senator from Mississippi 
[Mr. Wacker] for moving to lay the Land bill on 
the table, and calling up this bill at this particular 
time, was that the unfortunate persons who expect- 
ed to find relief in this bill, might have that relief 
jnstantly, and not sleep another night without it. 
The bill wastaken up with the view of imparting 
to these unfortunate beings the certain knowledge, 
that they were to be relieved by this bill. After it 
was taken up it was found that the object of the 
amendment was to postpone the relief fora longer 
time. And the reason given for the amendment 
made by the House, was to ailowa subsequent 
Congress the opportunity to amend 11, or altogether 
repeal the bill. The reason, therefore, for the de- 
Jay in the operation of this bili, gong along with 
the bill itself, so far from carrying a certainty of 
relief to the sufferers, would carry a mere tania- 
lising hope, that as the happening of a contingency 
the relief is to be administered. The object of the 
amendment itself, as stated, viz: to give a future 
Congress an opportunity to review this act, was a 
declaration to these bankrup's that they were not 
to be relieved till a future Congress should have 
reviewed this act. He was not prepared to say 
that this mode of legislation would not, asa gene- 
ral rule, be well, if universa'ly adopted; on the 
contrary, it would be far better for the country if 
all the jaws which would deeply and permanently 
affect the country, were required by the Constitu- 
tion to be passed by two Congresses before they 
went into operation. He believed it would bea 
wholesome provision with respect to all laws, ex- 
cept those which might be necessary for the de- 
fence ef the country; and as the Senator from 
Kentucky had ascertained this principle to be a 
Democratic principle—to allow the people time to 
re-examine our acts, aad communicate to a subse- 
quent Congress their decision—he thought he 
would do justice to himself if he would extend 
this principie to the Land bill, and vote with him 
(Mr. ALLEN) to postpone its operation to the first 
of Februery next. This would seem to be no 
more than rigkt, because it was said here that one 
of these bills was made dependent on the other. 
It was by log-rolling that these bills were to be 
passed; and if these contracting parties intended 
to deal in good faith, they should make bovh ends 
of the contract take effect at the same time, and 
depend on the same contingency, by giving to this 
Land bill, as to the Bankrupt bill, a suspension of 
its opera'ion till the first of February, so that there 
should be no opportuni'y for one party to delude 
the other; he meant the parties to these two con- 
tracts, : 

It was the object of this bankrupt bi'l not to re- 
lieve immediately the present sufferers, bu. simply 
to go before the country with it, and let it be de- 
cided on; and as this was the case, he proposed to 
lay it before them in the form of a “‘bill,” and not 
a “law” He therefore moved the postponement 
of this (the bankrupt) bill till the first of February 
next. . 

After some conversation as to its being in order 
at this stage of proceeding, to lay a bil! on the ta- 
ble, the question was taken and the motion rejecied, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Beaton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Graham, King, Linn, McRobers, Nicholson, 
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Tappan, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bales, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Claywn, Dixon, 
Evans, Henderson, Huntineton, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Phe!ps, Por- 
ter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Whiie, and Woodbridge—26. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives were con- 
curred in without a division. : 

Oa motion by Mr. MANGUM,” 

The Senate then adjourned at 3 o'clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WepnusDAy, August IS, 1841. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved 
BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. GAMBLE rose and moved a recousideration of the v 
of yesterday, by which the bill from the Senate to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States had 
been Jaid on the table. 

Mr. G. preceeded to remark that he was one among the num- 
ber of those who had no scruples— 

TheSPEAKER. The question is not debatable 

Mr. GAMBLE I move the previous uestion on the motion 
to reconsiier. 

The SPEAKER said there was no necessity so to do, as 
the motion to reconsider a vote laying a subject on the tab!e 
(which latter motion admitted of no discussion) was not de 
batable. 

Mr. WELLER moved acall of the House, and asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion for a cal! of the 
House had precedence. 

And the question was then taken on the motion of Mr. WEL- 
LER that there be a call of the House, anid was decideu in the 
affirmative—yeas 170, nays 7. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

And the Clerk having called the roll, 198 members answered 
to their names. 

The names of the absentees having been again called, 206 
members appeared to be present. 

The doors and the windows of the hall were then closed. 

4nd the names of the absentees were again called, and excuses 
were received 

Mr. ALFORD was excused on the ground of indisposition. 

Mr. BARTON was now called. 

Mr. BOTS moved that he be excused upon account of ill 
health. 

some conversation took place; several members asserting 
that they had seen Mr. B. in the Hall this morning. 

Mr. BOTTS said that his colleague had retired by reason of 
indisposition. : 

Mr. SUANLY saidthat to his knowledge Mr. Barton was 
quite indisposed, and had been so all the morning. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to excuse Mr. BARTON; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, Were—yeas 115, nays 74. : 

So Mr. Barron was excused. 

{Mr. HOPKINS, before voting, rose and inquired whether 
Mr. Barton had not been in the Hall and voted on the motion 
that there be a call of the House. 

The Cysrk informed the Speaker that Mr. Barton had so 
voted. 

Whereupon several gentlemen who had voted in the affirma- 
tive changed their votes. } 

Mr. Brewster was excused, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, be- 
cause absent from the city. 

Messrs. 8. H. Butterand Jas. Coopsr were excused onthe 
ground of indisposition. 

Mr. Dimock was excused on the ground ‘of sickness in fa- 
mily. 

Mr. Garss, on the ground of indisposition 

Mr. Gippinos. gone home. 

Mr. Grimer offered no excuse. 

Mr. Hunrer e 

Pending a motion by Mr. HOLMES, that Mr. unter be ex- 
cused— 

Mr. BOTTS said that he believed most of the absent mem- 
bers were at the door, and he would therefore move that all fur- 
ther proceedings on the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. STEENROD asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 111, nays 
76. 

So all further proceedings on the call were dispensed with. 

And the doors, &c. of the Hall were reopened, 

And the question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Cave 
Jounson, to lay on the tablethe motion of Mr. Ganpie to re- 
consider the vote by which the bankrupt bill had been laid on 
the table vesterday — 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: ~ 

YEAS—Messrs. Arri: gion, Atherton, Binks, Beeson, Bid. 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Wm. 0. Butler Green W.Caldwel), P. C. Caldwell, J. Camp- 
bell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Davis, John B. Dawson, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gentry, Gerry. Goggin, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Green, Gustine, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Ho!mes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McCle}- 
lan, R. McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchan:', Mathews, Me- 
dill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, P.umer, 
Pope, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Turney, Un ‘er- 
wood, Van Huren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
and J. W. Williams—92. 

NAY?—Meesrs. Adams, Allen, SherlockJ. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Black, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Camp- 





Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, | 








bell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, 8. N. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, William C. 
Dawson, Dei erry, John Edwards, Ev erett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gambie, P. G. Go de, Greig, Haber 
sham, Hall, Halsted, Wiliam 8. Hastings, Henry, Howerd 
Hudsoa, Hunt, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, Wm. ¢ 
Johnsen, LD. Joses, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, 
Linn, Samsen Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Pearce, Pendieton, Powell, Kamsay, Benjamin Randall, Alex 
ander Randall, Rancoiph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Roose- 
velt, Russell, Scltonstall, Sergeant, Stinonton, Slade, Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Stration, Taliaterro, John B Thompson, Rich- 
ard W. Thompsea, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomtinsen, Trum- 
bull, Yan Rensselear, Wallace, Warren, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Tr W Williams, Lewis Williams, C 
H. Williams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yerke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—I11 

Bo the motion to reconsider was not laid on the table 

And the question recurring en the mouon of Mr. GamMBLRto 
reconsider the vote by which the bankrupt bill and amendments 
had been laid on the table 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeasand nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, Were as foilows 

YEAS—Measis. Adams, Allen, S.J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
erleg, Babcoe’, Baker, Barnard, Black, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Briggs, Brockway. Bronson, Milton Brown, J Brown, 
Burnell, Cathoun, ‘1. J) Campbell, Carathers, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John ©. Clark, Sialey N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cra- 
vens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, W. C. Dawson, Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gates, Patrick G. Goode, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sied, AV. 3 Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James 
Irvin® W. W. Irwin, Jiumes, W. C. Johnson, Isaac D Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, {King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, 8. Mason, 
Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, 
Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Pearce, Pendieton, towell, 
Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Randolph, Raynor, Ridg 
way, Rodney, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, ®i- 
monton, Slade. Smith, Soller Stanly, Stratton, Tahaferro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolend, ‘tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, BE. D. White, J 
L. White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, Winthrop, York, Augustus 
Young, and John Young--108 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Neeson, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Wm. ©. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Pa. 
trick ©, Caldwell, John Campbell, Wm. Bo Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Crosa, Daniel, Richard D 
Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Easiman, John C 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, J. G@) Floyd, © A. Fioyd, Fornance, 
T. F. Foster, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, W. O. Goovle, Gordon, 
Gustine, Harris, J. Hastings, Haya, Holmes, Ho; kins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, A, Rennedy, Lewts, Littlefield, Abram 
McClellan, Kobert MeCleilan, McKay, Mallory, , Marchand, 
Mathews, Medill, Miler, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Pic kena, 
Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Sheppercd, Stueids, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sweney, Triplett, Turney, Underwoou, Van Buren, 
Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W, Williama, and 
Wise—98, 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. SOLLERS rose and inquired of the Speaker whether, 
the vote having been reconsidered, the question recurred on the 
motion to laythe )..) and amendments on the table? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; un'ess the gentleman who made that 
motion withdraw : it 

Mr. SOLLERS desired to inquire ofthe gentleman who made 
the motion (Mr. UnpgRwoop] whether he persisted in his motion 
or withdrew it 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was willing to withdraw it for 
the purpose of offering an amendment, it he could do itat the 
samne time 

{Cries of “No, no’'—“Hold on, hold on,’?] 

‘The SPEAKER It isnotin the power of the Chair to make 
contracts of that kind. 

Mr, UNDERWOOD said he did not wish to dogo. All he 
wished to know was, whether, if he withdrew the motion, he 
could at the same iime offer an amendment? 

The SPEAKER said he was of opinion that the gentle- 
man could not do so, the previous question having been de- 
manded 

So the motion was not withdrawn. 

And the question recurring on that motion, (to wit, to lay the 
bill and amendments on the table}— 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays, which were order 
ed: and being taken, were as follows: 

YEAs—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Chaiies Brown, 
Burke, Wiluam Batler, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well,Vatrick ©. Caldwell, J. Campbe!!, William B. Camppeil, 
Cary, Chapman, @\ifford, Clinton, Coles, Croea, Daniel, Rich. 
ard PD. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert. Ferrie, John G. Floyd, Chariea A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, Goggin, Wiiham 
0. “Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harms, John Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkios, Houck, Houeton, Hobard, Hanrer, Ingersoll, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McCiclian, Robert McClellay, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchaad, Thomas FP. Marsha!!, Mathews, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Piumer, 
Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Ro- 
gers, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sweney, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, 
Ward, Watterson, Weiler, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 
and Wise—$9. 

NAYS—Messre. Adams, Allen. 8 J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Bo'ts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, Jeremi- 
ah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davia, William C. Daw- 
son, Deberry, Johy tdwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A, 
Lawrence Fosier, Gamble. Gates, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, 
Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, W.C. Johnson, Ieaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiwt, Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwether, Muore, Morgau, Morris, Morrow, 
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Nisbet, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin Ran- 
dali, Alexander Randall, Randolpli, Rayner,Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Russel!, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Sollere, Stanly, Strattou, Taliaferro, Johu Bo Thomp- 
eon, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, toland, ‘Tom)imeon, 
Trombull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Waren, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H Williame, Joseph LL. Woiliems, Win 
throp, Yorke, Auguatus Young, aud John Young—112 

Bo the bill and amendments were not laid on the table, 

Mr. BOLLERS thereupon rose, and moved that the House 
reconsider the vote of yesterday by which the lollowins amend. 
ment, moved by Mr. Cur np to the amendment of Mr. Bar: 
NARD, had been agreed to 

Provided, further, That nghing in this act contained shall 
be construed to alter or tepeal any Slate law tor the reliet of 
insolvent debtors, or to alter or repeal any 
ing certain Zou is oF ¢ hat 
(reas. 

And on thismotion Mr. 38. demanded the 
tion 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked Mr. 8 
enable him (Mr. C_) to eayva word 

Mr. SOLLERS Jeciin« 

{Here Mr. KING introduced the honorable JOHN T 
ART, member elect trom the S.ate of lilin 
fled, and took his seat | 

And the question recurring onthe demand of the previous 
question, there Was a second 

And the main question was ordered to be taken 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered 

Afd the main quesuon (being on the mouonto reconsider) 
was thentaken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS —Mesers. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrewa, Sher 
lock J. Andrewa, Arnold, Aycrieg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Birdseye, Black, Biair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Browo, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
‘thomas J. Campbet!, Caruthers, Childs, Chi 

Clark, Staley N. Clarke m, Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Wm. ©, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwardes, 
Everett, Feseenck n, Fi Imore, A Lawrence Foste i, Gamble, 
Gates, Genuy, P. G. Goode, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsied, 
W. 8. Hasungs, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D 


such law exempt 
els from al himent, execullon, or dis- 
pre vious (jues- 


to withdraw the motion, to 


STU 
18, Who Was quall- 


envcen, dohn C. 
Cowen, Cranes 


Joues, John PP. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, 
Thomas F. Marsha!!, Sameon Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, May 
nard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, furcow, Nishet, 
Osborne, Pearce, Pendieton, Powell, Ramsey, B 


Randal, 
¥ 
4 


Alexander Raidall, Ranlolph, Rayner, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, = 
Stanly, Stokeley, Siratton, John ‘l 
Thompson, RW hompeson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomliisen, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Van Renaselaer, Wallace, Warren, E. D 
White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis W1l 
Name, C. H. Williams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
A. Young, and J. Young—i16 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bid 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charlies Brown, Burke, 
Wiiliam Buder, Wiliain O Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. ©. 
Caldwell, J. Camptell, William B. Campbell, Cary, Chap 
man, Clifford, Ciinton, Coles, Daniel, RK. D. Davis, John B 
Dawaon, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. ©, Edwards, Exg- 
bert, Ferris, J. Gi. Floyd, ©. A 


, Fornance, Gerry, Gil 
mer, Goggin, William O Harris, 


wULCY, 
¢, Bmith, Soles 


Taliaferro, J7R 


Asiug Way, 





’ 
sLuart 


Ploy 


Goode. Gordon, Gustine 


John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Jolinson, John W 
Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Litietield, A. McClel 


Jan, R. McClelian, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Mathews, Me- 
dill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Pope, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Sprigg, Sieenrod, Sweney, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, James W 


Williams, Wise, and Wood—9 

Sothe vote was reconsidered, 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the amend- 
ment of Mr. CLirrorp— 

Mr. C. modified it to readas follows 

“ Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to alier or repeal any Mate law for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, oc to aller or repeal any such law exempting certain 
goods and chattels from at a 
sv that any insolvent deblor may, at ns election, either take 
the benetit of the provisions of this act relating w voluntary 
bankruptcy or of the Sate laws where he resides.” 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS would merely inquire, he said, 
whether that would be a uniform bankrupt lav 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Spsaker whether the pre- 
vious question (ordered yesterday) would apply to this ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER replied it would. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked for the yeas and nays on the adoption 
of the amendment, as modified, which were were ordered, and, 
being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bowne, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, C Brown, Burke, W. O. Butier, G. 
W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, W. B. Campbell, 
Cary, Chapman, Cliford, Clinton, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Davis, 
J. B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Gerry, Gilmer, William O Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Jlubard, 
Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones,.Keim, A. Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClellan, R. MecCleilan, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rovers, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Sny- 
der, Sprige, Steenrod, Sweney, Turney, Voderwood, Van Buren, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Wise, 
and Wood—90, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adame, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 3 J. An- 
drews, Arnoli, Aycrizg, Babcock, Biker, Barnard, Birdseye, 
Black, Blair, Boa: dman, Bordon, Bots, Biiges, Brock way. Bron- 
gon, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bu; | William Bu ler, 
Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, 
J. C. Clark, 8. N. Clarke, Cowen. Cranston, Cravens, Cushir g, 
G. Davis, Wm. C. Daweon, Deberry John Rdwarda, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore. A. L. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gog- 
in, P.G. Goode, Graham, Greig, Habersham, Hall, tlalsted, 
hy Howard, Hudson, Hunt, logereoll, James Irvin, W. W. 
Irwin, Jamea, W. C. Johnson, 1. D, Jones, John v. Kennedy, 


ichment, execution, and distress 
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King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, T. F. Marshall, 8. Masen, Mathiot, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether. Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Nisbet, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, B. 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgeway, 
Rodney, Roesell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Smith, 
, Stokely, Straten, J.T Start, Taliaferro, J. 
B. Thompson, R W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlin- 
son, triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, E. 
D. White, J. L. White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, C. 
Hf. Williams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, John 
Young—119. 

So the amendment, as modified, was rejected. 

And the question recurred on concurring in thegmendment 
(to the 17th section) reported from the Committee wf the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and which amendment postponed the 
time at which the bill was to go into operation until the first 
day of February next, (the original day fixed in the bill being 
the first day f November current.) 

The question was taken, and the amendment was concur- 
red in 

{Norge ly amendment made to the bill ex- 
cept a verhal one suggested by Mr. Apams and agreed to, 
which struck out from the end of the same section the words 


and not sooner.’’] 


~ollera, Stanl 


This was the o 


Aad the amendment was ordered to be engrossed. 

e And the bill (as amended) was ordered to a third reading at 
this time. 

And the bill having been read a third time by 
the question being on the final passage thereof, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved the previous question. 

Mr. WISE moveda call of the House, remarking that he 
made the motion that it might be seen who dodged this ques- 
tion 

Mr PROFFPIT asked the yeas and nays on the motion that 
there bea cali of the House; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were— Yeas 89, nays 116 

So a call of the House was refused 

And the question recurcing on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second 

And the main question (being ou the passage of the bill) was 
ordered to be taken 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

And the main question, “Sha}l this bill pass?’ 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


its title, and 


was then 


YE AS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigy, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Black, Blair. Boardman, Bor- 
cen, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 


Thos J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J.C, Clark 
=. N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, 
Wiirnam C. Dewson, John B. Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fegsenien, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gamble, Gates, P 
G. Goodetirerg, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, W. 8S. Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Jas. Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, W. C. Johnson, 1. D Jones, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Linn, 8. Mason, Mathiot, Maxwel!, Maynard. Meri. 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell. Benjamim Randall, Alexander Ran- 





dall, Randolph, Reyner, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Smith, Sollers, Stanly, 
Stokeley, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W 


Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, 


Wallace, Warren, E. D. White, J. L. White, T. W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wilhams, J L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, A. Young, and John Young—110 

NAYS—Messis L. W Andrews, Arringion, Atherton, Banks, 
Jeeson, Bitlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, Beyd, A. V. Brown, 
C. Brown, J. Brown, Burke, William Putler, William O. But- 
ler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwel!, John Campbell, 
W. Bo Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Cross, Daniel, Richard 0). Davis, Dean, Dean. Doie, Fastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert. Feriis, John G. Floyd. Charles A 
Floyd, Fornance, T. F. Foster, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Gog 
gin, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, DPlarris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Ho- 
hard, Hunter, Ingerso!!, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, A Kennedy, Lewis, Litlefield, Abraham Mef'lella 
Robert Mc ellavi, MeKay, Matlory, Marchand, Thomas F, 
Marshall. Mathew :, Mattocks, MoM: antl, Miller, Newh rd, Par 
menter, Payue, Pickeus, Piumer, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Red- 
ing, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
peid, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweney, J. B. Thomp- 
son, Triplets, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, J. W. Wailiiams, and Wise—i06. 

So the bil! was passed. 

Mr. MORGAN moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill had passed, and demanded the previous ques- 
tion thereon. 

And there wasa second. 

And the mato question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

And the mai question: “Shall the vote be reconsidered?” 
was then taken and decided in the negative: yeas 99, nays 115. 

So the vote was not reconsidered. 

DISTRICT BANKS, 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
BoarpMAN of Conuecticutin the chair,) and took up the bill 
from the Senate to revive and extend, for a limited time, the 
charters of certain banks in the District of Columbia; which 
said bill had been reported from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia of this House, with amendmenis 

The question being on concurring in an amendment report- 
ed by the committee of this House, viz: to strike out from one 
of the clauses of the bifl the provision forbidding the issuing 
and circulating hereafter ef any notes of denominations be- 
tween five and ten dollars and between ten and twenty dollars— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made some remarks in favor of con- 
curring in the Senate’s amendment, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON satd it Was equivalent to allowing 
the banks to lesue one dollar notes. 

On taking the question, it appeared there were 74 ayes and 
23 noes; butthis not being aquerum, tellers were calied for 
(Messrs. Lisn and WeELLER,) and the vote was taken again, re- 
sulting i 85 ayes, 16 noes 

Mr. WELLER insisted that the eommittee should rice 
and report the fact to une Hlouse that they were without a 
quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN counted the nm.embers present, and foun] 
the number to be 135. 

The question was taken a third time, and at last a quorum 











voted, and the Senate’s amendment was concurred in—ayes 96 
noes 36. F 

The bill was now read through, and then read by sections for 
amendment 

Mr. KEIM moved to amend the bill by adding an additional 
section, previding that Congress shall have the power at any 
time hereafier to alter, amend, or revoke the charters of said 
banks. 

Mc POWELL made some remarks in opposition to the 
amendment. The charters, he said, had only three years to 
run; and he hoped that these banks would not be disturbed in 
that short time 

Mr. WELLER said that he was in favor of the amendment 
proposed by his friend from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Kei.) for, not. 
withstanding the short duration of the charters, the directors 
might, even within that short period, so conduct themselves 
as to render it proper to revoke the charters. These institu. 
tions, he believed, were thesame, some of the directors of which 
had swindled the holders of their notes out of from forty to 
fifty cents in the dollar several years ago; and in support of thig 
assertion, he referred to a report made to this House in 1836, hy 
Mr. Thomas of Maryland. In that report, he said the gross 
iniquities of these banks were fully disciosed; arf if they were 
again guilty of such conduct, ought not their charters to be 
revoked? 

Mr. POWELL said the gentleman was utterly mistaken; the 
assertion was nottrue. These directors had not swindled the 
holders of these notesouto{ asingle dollar. On the contrary, 
the conduct of these banks had been marked with the utmost 
good faith and integrity. In 1837, to be sure, they had been 
obliged to follow the example of all the other banks of the 
country, by suspending specie payments for a time, but they 
had resumed again atan early day, and would have continued 
to redeem their notes, which the y were well able to do, had 
not the general suspension again taken place. He defied the 
gentleman from Ohio to show any swindling on the partof the 
directors 

Mr. WELLER here said that he had charged some of the 
officers of these very banks with having purchased up their 
own notes atea discount of from forty to filty per cent; thus 
swindling the holders oi the bills out of nearly one half on every 
dollar. 

Mr. POWELL replied, admitting that during the period ef 
suspens on the notes of the District banks depreciaied, like 
those of all other banks in the like circumstances These 
six District banks had, originally, an authorized capital of 
three millions of dollars, which they had reduced by buying 
in their own stocks (generally in the settlement of debis) to the 
sum of $1,715,000. On this capital the amount of bills and 
notes discounted was $1,791,000, but little over the amount of 
the present capital. If they carried these loansto the mode- 
rate extent of seventy-five per cent. beyond theircapital, they 
could Joan out $3,053,000; whereas they did actually loan but 
$1,791,000, being $1,262,000 short of what they might legiti- 
mately lend. They had in specie and in Treasury notes 
$279,104; yet their notes in circulation were but $61,812. This 
specie fund, at the propertion of three paper doilars for one 
in bullion, would sustain a circulation of $717,000; so that the 
circulation was short of what it might safely be by the sum of 
$653,000. tut their means had been locked up by the le- 
sislatio of Congress, and their hands tied. They never 
had abused their banking privileges; and had gentlemen 
here been under the same responsibility to the people of this 
District which members of a State Legislature were to the 
people of a State, this state of things never could have ex 
isted. No Staie legislator would have dared to exercise such 
oppression 

Mr. WISE inquired why 
limited to three vears. 

Mr. POWELL replied that the bill came from the Senate 
with that limitation. Probably trom the wish to keep the 
subject before Congress In the anticipation that a National 
Bank in some form might be soon be established within the 
Disirict. 

Mi. WELLER said the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Pow- 
ELL] demanded the evidence vpon which he had made his as- 
sertions in reference to the conduct of these banks. Sir, said 
Mr. W. Thave the evidence in my hand, and wall show that 
genticman that I have not beeuspeaking atrandom. Yes. (said 
he,) I have the record, and if it dves not sustain the charges 
which Ihave preferred, teu I will take pleasure in retracting 
them. Mr. W. tien read the following pssages from the re- 
port made by acommuttee, of which Mr. Tuomas of Maryland 
was chairian, to this House, in 1856. 

The evidence of Mr. Provt, a broker of the District, taken 
under oath, June 17, 1836. In answer to an mterrogatory put 
by the committee, he says: 

* } dealt in the stocks of the Patriotic and Washington banks, 
and in the paper of all three of those banks. bought stock of 
the Washington Bank at fifty cents on the dollar, and Pa- 
triotic at seventy-fire cents on thedollar. I] bought paper of 
the Bank of Washington, and Farmers’ and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Georgetown al sixty five cents on the doliar; and 
the Patriotic at eighty fice cents on the dollar. 1 purchased 
notes to anamount exceeding $80,000." 

In a subsequent answer he says that he sold some of the 
stock and paper thus purchased to the president of one of these 
banks, and to some of the directors. 

Another gentleman testifies “ that he purchased stock ofthe 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown from a widow 
lady, whtch was worth, at par, $15,000, for the sum of $8,000, 
in real estale’’ 

Mr. W. said he might detain the committee for an hour inread 
ing the evidence in this report showing the gross misconduct of 
these insututions; he hoped, however, that he had read enough 
to satisfy the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. PowExt) that he 
was not mistaken in the matter. 

Mr. MERRIWETHER toquived whether, in purchasing up 
these notes, they had acied by order of the banks, or merely in 
their private capacity, as avy other citizen of the District 
would do, wuo had cash, and who could makea profitable use 
al paper. 

Mr. WELLER answered that the report before him showed 
that the officers themselves were deeply indebted to the banks; 
andif they purghased in their paper at a discount of 40 per 
ceat. he thought the fair inference was that they designed to 
pay itinto the banks atpar, in discharge of their liabilities. But 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Powsxii] has said they 
never abused their banking privileges. He (Mr. WELLER) 
did not know what that that gentleman might call an “abuse of 
banking;” but when hank ofigers borrowed outall the money, 
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refused to pay, compelled the bank to suspend, and then pur- 
chased their notes at a cost of 40 or 50 cents on the dollar to the 
holders, and paid them into the bank at par, he was in the habit 
of calling it swindling: he believed in calling things by the right 
names; and what would be swindling tn the private transactions 
of life, must be equally so when perpetrated bankers. 

Mr. WM. CUsT JOHNZON said the gentleman would 

lease to recollect thatif the bill passed, these banks would 
have to redeem their notes in specieon demand. ‘There was 
no evidence that the banks themselves purchased up their de- 
preciated notes, though there was that their officers did. Again 
the gentleman would please recollect that the note holders 
were not forced to sell the notes at a discount; they had it in 
their power to sue the banks, and compel them to pay their 
notes, together with interest at the rate of }2 percent. Mr. J. 
made a few observations in opposition tothe amendment; when 

Mr. TILLINGHAST expres-ed his opinion that there was no 
evidence that the banks themselves deait in their depreciated 
paper, but that it wasdone by others who were in debt to 
them. Tie fact that these banks received their depreciated 
notes at par in payment of debts due them, was, he thought, a 
presum) tion in their favor. 

Nr. PROFFIT observed that the least that was said about 
the depreciated notes of these banks the better. It was not 
worth while, after all that had passed, te make excuses for 
them; for 1 could not be denied that they had committed gross 
improprieties. But, said Mr. P. we have given a verdict in 
their favor like thatofthe Illinois jury; “Not guilty, but don't 
do so any more:’’ and he was disposed tosay no more about 
what had passed. He would vote to recharter thes» banks, but 
he did not want to hear any thing more said on the subject ol 
their buying in their depreciated notes. 

Mr. UNDERWOO)) made some remarks in extenuation of 
the conduct of the banks, and said that since the transactions to 
which the gentleman trom Ohio alluded, theircharters had 
been extended from time to time; and that, therefore, some- 
thing like the statute of limitations would bar any scrutiny into 
their conduct so many years ago. 

Mr. WELLER replied that upon some four or five different 
occasiens had Congress extended the charters of these banks, 
under the plea of enabling them to wind up their affairs. In 
1838 their charters had been extended for two years upon cer- 
tain conditions, one of which was that they should continue at 
all times to redeem their notes in specie. This, said Mr. W. 
was a condition precedent—a condition upon whichthey were 
toexercise the privileges granted in the original charter, and 
yet,said Mr W. the fact is notorious, that ail of them, save 
one, suspended specie payments, and suffered their notes to de- 

reciate from ten to twelve percent. at their own counters. 

Inder these circumstances, Mr. WELLER said he could not con- 
sent to vote for this bill—he had presented the facts to the com- 
mittee, fully sustained the charge which seemed so much to 
surprise the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Powext,] and he 
had nothing more to say. 

Mr. SNYDER said there were witnesses here present pre- 
pared to prove thatthe ! ank of Washington had discounted its 
own notes at nine percent. discount. He thought there ought 
to be an investigation, and, if it was refused, he should vote 
azainst the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia observed that the depreciation of 
the paper of these banks took place in 1834, when there wasa 
general suspension, and it was therefore forced onthem. It 
was well known that, during the last war, the Treasu:y notes 
ofthe Government, owing to the same Causes as produced tie 
suspension of the District Banks, depreciated thirty per cent. 
Now if the credit of this Government underwent such de- 
pression, these banks ought not to be soseverely censured tor 
alike misforiune. Such occurrences were Incidental to the 
state of society in which we live, and this word swindling 
ought not to be applied to them. 

The proposition now presented was, whether they should re- 
charter these banks for three years, with limitations and re- 
strictions more severe than were Imposed on any banks in the 
country. Ifthe majority of the House were disposed to con- 
tinue the banks on these terms, why, let them doso. There 
was no use in bringing up, in jJudgmentagainst them, the oc- 
cutrences ofmany years back, when there wasa geueral de- 
pression of business throughout the country. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said, that the gentleman trom 
Georgia had wholy mistaken the meaning oj the member from 
Ohio, [Mr. WELLER} He did not understand the term “swind- 
ling,” used by him, applied to the depreciation of the puper of 
the banks. That might, and often did,take place, without 
any fraud on the part of the officers of the bank. It was used 
as applicable to those barks whose officers, by their miscon- 
duct, had produced suspensions, and then availed themselves of 
the alarm produced by it to purchase the siocks and paper 
of their,own bank at fifty and sixty cents in the dollar. 
This was the condition of several of the banks now applying 
for a recharter; and we are now to decide whether a recharter 
is to be allowed to those individuals, who had committed such, 
he would not say frauds, but tricks upon the community, which 
would disgrace an individual in his private character. 

He was not unfriendly to the granting of bank charters to 
the citizens of this District, whilst they wese used in the ad- 
Joining States; but he thought, instead of renewing these old 
charters, made twenty-five or thirty years ago, and not proper- 
ly guarded, as he believed, Congress should make such char- 
ters forthem as would be models for such institutions in the 
States. Banking and the management of banks had improved, 
if he might use such aterm, as munch as the facilities in tra- 
velling by railroads and steamboats; withthe increased infor 
ma'ion upon that subject, or rather the increased skill in their 
management of them, correspondent restrictions were required 
for the protection of the people. 

Mr. J. said, he objected to the passage of this bill, because, 
for the want of proper restrictions and guards, he considered 
the charters, as proposed, even worse than the old ones By 
this bill they were to pay their own paper on demand, ia gold 
and silver, when it was known they had butlittle or no paper 
in circulation, nor would they issue any under present circum- 
stances. They were allowed at the same time to trade in the pa- 
perof suspended banks in the adjoining States; and he pre- 
sumed that the banks in the District, if the present bill passed, 
would do- but litle except trading in depreciated paper. These 
banks are to iseue no bills under five dollars on the face ofthe 
bill; but the restriction put in by the Senate, that they should 
issue no bill between five and ten and ten and twenty dollars, 
Was now stricken out, which was equivalent, in his opinion, to 
eine one, two, and three dollar notes. He would prefer that 
phe bill should directly give the power of issuing/shinplasters, 


that the country might see who were for, and who against, the 
issuing of small paper. ‘ 

The question being pow put en the amendment proposed 
by Mr, Kiem, it was rejected without a count 

The reading ofthe till having been zone through with - 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the committee rise and re- 
port the billto the House 

The motion trevajlt 

The committee rose and reported the bill and amendmentst 


2 oO 
the House. The question 


being pu concurring wih 
report of the cominittee, no quorum voted 
Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; but they were 


not ordered. 

He thers moved to adjourn. 

The yeds and nays being demanded o 
were ordered; and, | 
nays79, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

A message was teceived from the Senate, by the 
A. Dickins, esq. Secretary, stating that the Senate had co: 
curred In the amendment made by this House to the bill to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States . 

[ensation —“bravo’’—"“go it.’’) 

‘The question being again put on concurring 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded, put, and carried 


1 this motion, they 
being taken, resulted as follwos: Yeas 70, 


han's of 


Cries of “good” 


And the main question being on concurrence- 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays; but the House re 
fused to order them. 

And the question to concur was carried 

The bill and amendments were then ordered to be engrossed 
anil read a third ume 

The CHAIR. When shall this bill have its third reading? 

Cries of “Now! now !” 

The bill having been reada third time by its title, and the 
question being on its passage— 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeasand nays; which were or- 
dered and taken, and resulted as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams. L W. Andrews, 8. J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Bacnard, Black, Bair, Boardman, 
Botts, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, William Butler, John 
Campbeil, Thomas Jo Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, John C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Ciavens. Cushing, 
William C, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fill 
more. A Lawrence Foster, Thomas F_ Foster, Gamble, Gentry 
Gogein, Patrick G,. Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, 
Hal!. Halsted, W. 8 Hastings, Wenry, Feunt, James Irvin, W 
W. Irwin, W. C. Johnsen, Iseac D Jones, J. P. Kennedy, 
King, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Meriwether, Morgan. Morrow, Nisbet, Owsley, Pearce, Pendle 
ton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran 
doiph, Rayner, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Russelly Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Shepperd, Siinonton, Slade, Smith, Sollers, Stanly, 
Stokely, Siratton, A. H.W. Stuart, J T. Stuart, summers, 
Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tilling 
hast, Toland, Triplett, + rumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Edward ). White. Joseph L. White, Tho- 
mas W. Willianis, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wiliiams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
John Young— 108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Boyd, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Patrick ©. Caldwet!, Cary, Chapman, Clinton, 
Ccles, Daniel, Richard D Davis, John B. Dawse i, Doan. East 
man, John C, Edwards, Egbert. J G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd. 
Gerry, William O. Goode, Harris, J. Hastings, Mays, Moy kine 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Inversoll, Jack, Cave Johr » Jolin 
W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littefieid, Abra 
ham McClellan, Robert MeCiellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Newhard, Payne, Plume, Reding. Rogers, Sanford, 
Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, ‘Turney, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, and Wood—58, 

So the bill waspassed, and returned to the Senate with an 
amendment. 

And thereupon the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, August 19, 1841. 

Tie following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. WRIGHT, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed toinquire into the expediency of providing by iaw tor the 
appointment of the commissioned « fficers employed in the reve- 
nue cutier service of the United States by the President and 
Senate in the same manner that commissioned officera in the 
naval service of the United States are appointed; and also of 
prescribing by law a just and proper rank as between them 
and the officers of the Navy when both are employed together 
upon the same service; and that the committee report by bill 
or otherwise at the next session of Congress. 

After some remarks by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
KING, and SMITH of Indiana, the resoluiion 
was adopted. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday of 
Mr. Woopsury, was taken up: 

Rssolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia 

be instructed to Inquire into the extent and character of the 
disturbances in the galleries of the Senate on two occasions at 
the present extra session—one on the final passage of the biil 
for a fiscal Bank of the United States, and one on the reading 
of the veto of said bill; and that they report whether any, and 
what, further legislation may be necessary to prevent or pu- 
nish similar interruptions of the public business hereafter. 
@ Also, that the said commitiee Inquire aud report in respect 
to the disturbances at or near the Presi ‘ent’s House on the 
night ensuing the said veto; the description and object thereof; 
the number and names of the persons concerned in them, 80 
far as can be ascertained; the punishment, ifany, to which they 
have been subjected by the civil authorities for a breach of the 
public peace, or for riotous and tumultuous behavier on that 
occasion; and torecommend any additional measures, of a le- 
gislative character or otherwise, which may, in their opinion, 
be proper for the protection of the different branches of the Ge 
neral Government from violent molestation, disturbance, and 
interruption, whiie engaged in the discharge of their public du- 
ties inthe city of Washington. Andsaid committee is hereby 
authorized to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. WOODBURY observed thal, as this was a 
resolution louking merely to inquiry, he should not 
detain the Senate by any remarks, unless the pas- 
sage of the resolution was opposed. 

Mr. MERRICK objected to the resolution. He 
coul.! see no proprety in imposing this duty on the 
Comnuttee on the District. He denied that the 
Senate hada tight io interfere with the people of 
the District, whe'her they chose to bury the Bank 
bill or to rejoice a! the veto. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the resolvtion proposed 
that the inguiry be made by the Committee on the 
Di.trict of Columbia, for very manifest reasons. 
Tae evil complained of was a violent interruption 
of the quiet of some of th: branches of the Go- 
vernment, in ‘he discharge of their public duties in 


this Distiict, set apart and consecrated to that 
object 
This committee has the general supervision 


over all the coneerns of this District; and the 
most material, the moat vital of ibem, to the whole 
country, as we Lae to the permanent inhabitants of 
the ten miles square, reserved for this great ob- 
ject, is the tranquil and undisturbed performance 
ol it 

Oiherwise it will be seen that the continuance of 
Our Sestions in this city becomes endangered, and 
the representatives of the people and States, if un- 
able to legislate without violent molestation, being 
but ‘hree or four hundred among thousands, must 
return to their constituents, or protect themselves 
by physical force. What would be the injury thus 
inflieted on private interests here, and the reproach 
ca-t on our free institations? Nor is the passage 
ot this resolotion rendered unnecessary, as the Se- 
nator from Maryland supposes, beeause the dis- 
turhavees tn this chamber were at the time passed 
over without punishment. 

That was done 


ral, a? d wer 


because they were not very gene- 
in one case apologised tor on the 
Sut even then some gentlemen acquirsced 
in Overlooking them, only xnter a determiastion 
to pass new laws, if found to be proper, in order 
more énliy either to deteror t> punish similar out- 
breaks hereafter. : 

So in respee! to the viclent and disgraceful out- 
razes which since happened—not over various and 
remete portions of the city, as miimated, bur at 
toe Executive residence—be fore his very coor and 
windews Nobody has passed it ever,and nobody 
in favor of law, order, or decency, Ought to: uni- 
versal reprobation and scorn are due to it. T un- 
derstard, however, thatthe S-nator objects more 
to the inquiry into faec's than to the inquiry ipto 
the propriety of further legislation. 

But it would be very diffieult to jadge whether 
additional legislation was necersary or not, till it 
was first ascertained, on evidences, whether the 
facts were ot a descriptiin and character which 
could not be prosecuted, or, if prosecuted, coald 
not be punished sufficiently uncer ex'sting laws, 
For if tney conld be, then there had been default 
and neglect by the civil authorities, in not nipping 
in the bud, and preventing, the last disturbance of 


the Execative Department at the Execu'ive Man- 
sion. : 


spot. 


Then there would be still more culpability in 
them, if they did not proceed and makea public 
example of the real offenders. He wasted, from 
information before him, and assurances received 
from several highly respectable inhabitan's of the 
city, that they felt much indignation at these riot- 
ous outbreaks, and intended to visit on the culprits 
who caused chem the whole severity authorized by 
existing laws 

It will not do to overlook, egain and again, such 
reproachfu! occurrences. This course would te 
anencovuragement, and make even ourselves indi- 
rect partic pators in the offiences. 

It was due, also, to the indivilual liberty and 
private righis of the people at large, that this in- 
quiry should be bad; and any legislation coald 
then be adopted which might be proper to provect 
any supposed offender from unasnal or extraordi- 
vary trial and punish nent incident to the summa- 
ry, harsh proceedings common on these occasions. 

This was, and shonld continue to be, a land of 
law:—laws not vague, but clear, well known, and 
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mild as was consistent with the due securiy of 
proverty, cnaracter, and life. 

We had, already, after the trial of Judge Feck, 
passed new acts of Congress in relation to the 
tranquillity of jad:cial proceedings. We had de- 
fined what should constitute contempts, and had 
limited their punishment. A similar course seemed 
to be required in relation to the protection of lepis- 
lative and executive proceedings from violation and 
interruption, to that which had been adopted in re- 
spect to the judiciary. Whenever obstructed, the 
former annoyed not merely the public agents, bur 
obstructed the execution of the recorded will of the 
twenty-six States, and the seventeen millions of the 
population. 

But our indignation atany supposed disturbance 
of the public quiet, of public power, and public 
rights, in and throngh the public agents, shoulu 
not at any time lead us suddenly into the exercise 
of too great severity or too unlimited a discretion. 
Hence, for the safety of the citizen, when ar- 
raigned, as well as for the preservation of the puri- 
ty and sacredness of the great representative prin- 
ciple, in transacting the most important public 
business through delegated agents, I trust this re- 
solution wil! pass 

Mr. MERRICK reiterated his objections to the 
resolution. They might request the committee to 
report such amepdmenis to their mies, if it was 
deemed necessary, as to protect the Senate jn the 
exercise of its legislative functions; but he object- 


eee ag SA _ _ 








chanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou- | 


the United Stat-s, with the message of the Presi- 
dent refusing his assent thereto. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky spoke ‘for about an 
hour anda half, condemning the course ef the 
Presicent, in refusing his sanction to the bill. 

Mr. RIVES replied to Mr. Cray, and vindicated 
the President’s course. 

Toe debate was further participated in by 
Messrs. ARCHER and BERRIEN. [For the de- 
bate, see Appendix } 

The question was then (at past 5 o’clock) taken 
anew upon the passage of the Bank bill, and de- 


| ceded by yeas and nays as follows: 


ed to send’ng the commitiee beyond the walls of || 


the Capitol. As to the disturbances at the Execu- 
tive mansion, he had been informed that they ori- 
ginated in a number of persons assembling with 
music for the purpose of complimenting the Presi- 
dent with a serenade for vetoing the Bank bill. 


While proceeding there, a number of other per- | 


sons, of contrary sentiments, joined the procession, 
and their expressions of disapprobation overpow- 
ered those of approbation given by the friends of 
the veto. 

Mr. KING spoke in terms of strong reprobation 
of the insull offered to the Executive for the con- 
scientious performance of official duty. If the au- 
thorities of the cily have not the power to repress 
these tumulliuary assemblages, it should be given to 
them when the charter of the city came up fr re- 
vision, which, he hoped, would not be postponed 
beyond the next session. If the au horities already 
had the power over this subject, he was sorry to 
say there did not appear to have been a proper ex- 
ercise of it. Ha: the Mayor power to put duwn 
riots, and arrest the rioters, when they were before 
h's face? Has he arre-ied them? If not, then the 
blame rests upon his head. 


Mr. PRESTON spoke at considerable length, 
and attributed the disorderly proceedings to the in- 
efficiency of the police of the city. 


Mr. KING concurred with the Senator from 
South Carolina that the city greatly needed a more 
efficient police than its impoverished condition 
would authorize it to maintain, and he was disposed 
to assist them in this manner. It would be better, 
however, in his opinion, that this whole subject 
should be posipened until the next session, and, 
with the consent of his honorable friend from New 
Hampshire, he would move to postpone bis reso- 
lation also to the next session. 

Mr. WOODBURY said this motion to postpone 
to the next session was founced on the admitted 
propriety of inquiry and legislation. So far from 
giving the go-by to the measure, it was desired that 
further time might be had for consideration before 
action, and less haste and more coolness prevailed 
at that time than could now be expected. As ac- 
t.on, efficient action, of some kind, was then in- 
tended to be had, he shou'd not resist the delay de- 


|| tab'e, nothing further transpired on the subject at | 


sired, at a time so near, as he hoped, to the close of | 


the present session. | 

Toe Bankrupt bill was returned to the Senate 
with the President’s signature. 

The Land Distribution bill was then taken up, 
and a variety of amendments were offered, none of 
which, however, were adopted, 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the Cuair 
announced the special order of the day—the biil to 
{ncorporate the subscribers to the Fiscal Bank of 


YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- | 


rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntingion, Ker, Mangum, 


Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 


ton, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 

madce, White, and Woodbridge—25 
NAYS—Miessrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Bu- 

Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 


ton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Uiurgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright 
and Young—24. 

There not being the constitutional majority of 
two-thirds in favor of the bill, which would be re- 
quitite to entitle it to be sent to the House of Re- 
presentatives for the like concurrence there, the bill 
remains finally rejected. 


The Senate then, after an exhausting session of | 


seven hours, adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trour: pay, Avgust 19, 1841. 
The journal of yesterday having been read— 
Mr. JEREMIAH BROWN rose and stated 


that he had voted yesterday in favor of the pas- | 


sage of the bankrupt law, whereas his vote had 
been recorded in the negative, 
journal might be so corrected as to conform to the 
fact. 

And the journal was amended accordingly. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT also made an inquiry in re- 
lation to the affirmative vote on the passage of the 
said bill; the number of yeas and nays, as an- 


nounced by the clerk, differing from his (Mr. R’s) | 


computation. 
The list cf yeas and nays not being at the Clerk’s 


this time. 

Mr. BOTTS presented a copy of a series of reso- 
lut ons adopted, he said, at a very respectable 
meeting of cilizens held in Buckingham county, 
in the State of Virginia, expressive of their opinion 
as to the constitn'ionality and propriety of the es- 
tablishment of a National Bank, and in favor of 
other measures adopted at the present session of 
Congre:s. 

Mr. B was proceeding to offer some observa- 
tions on the resolutions, when he was interrupted 
by a call to order, and after some remarks by 
Messrs. PICKENS and BOTTS, ihe resolutiens 
were received and laid on the table. 

On leave given, memorials were presented by 
the fo|lowing gentlemen, and were appropriately 
referred: 

Mr. KING of Georg’a. 

Mr. WISE of Virevinia. 

Mr. IRWIN of Pennsylvania. 


{Mr. I. presented the memorial of Gabriel Ad- | 


ams and divers other citizens of Pittsburg, in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyivenia, praying for an 
increase of duties on imported cigars; which me- 
moria! was, on motion of Mr. I. referred to the 
Commitiee on Manufactures ] 


On leave given, Mr. JONES of Virginia pre- 
senied certain resclutiens adopted by a meeting of 
citazens in I-le of Wight county, Virgin a, expres- 
sive of their opinion against the constitutionallity 
of a Bank of the United Sta'es, and asserting the 
right of repeal. The resolutions aleo express the 


1] opinion of that meeting age inst the distribution of 


the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and 
agaiast the power of Congress to lay taxes, &c. for 
any other purposes than to pay the debts of the United 
S.ates, and to provide for the common defence and 
general welfare thereof, 


He asked that the | 











The resolutions were received and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PICKENS, on leave, presented certain me- 
morials from citizens of Chio, against the con- 
sutotionality and expediency of a National Bank. 

Mr. CROSS, on leave given, offered the foilow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be ditected to commu. 
nicate .o this House the number of troops stationed at Forts 
Gibson, Towson, Smith, and Wayne, respectively; whether the 
original location of the latter fort has not been abandoned, and, 
if so, the reasons therefor; and whether, in his judgment, the 
military force now on that border is sufficient to protect the 
citizens of the State of Arkansas against Indian depredations; 
anil what increase, if any, will be necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to introduce a re- 
solution directing the Clerk of this House to pur- 
chase, for the use of the hall, a map of the sevefyal 
States and of the United Siates, 

Odjected to. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, on leave, presented cer- 
tain resolutions from the Legislature of Rhode 
Island, upon the subject of revenue. Laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

On leave given, Mr. BOTTS, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill making 
appropriations for the funeral expenses of the late 
President of the United otates, 

The bill, haviag been read twice by the title, 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
staie of the Unicn. 

Mr. PICKENS hoped that the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Borts] would move that the bill, to- 
gether with the accompanying accounts and the 
correspondence with the Secretary of State, be 
printed. It was the usual course of proceeding. 

Mr. BOTTS had no sort of objectien, he said, to 
the printing; but he regarded it asa useless expense. 
The bill itself provided that the accounts should be 
audited before they were paid. 

Mr. PICKENS moved the printing of the papers 
and documents. 

Mr, TURNEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 105, 
nays 75. 

So the motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. SNYDER inquired of the Speaker if it 
would now bein order to call up the joint resolu- 
tion heretofore offered by him providing for the 
final adjournment of Congress. 

The SPEAKER replied that such a motion would 
not now be in order. 

Mr. GARRET DAVIS asked leave to offera 
resolution in relation to the prices of* printing in 
the public Departments. 

On leave given, Mr. GRAHAM introdaced a 
bill in relation to placing the S.atee of Washing- 
on in the Rotundo of the Capitol; which was read 
twice. 

{The bill authorizes the location of the Siatue 
in such part of the Rotundo as the artist may deem 
permanently best.] 

Mr. G. moved that the bill have its third read- 
ing. 

Some discussion foilowed, directed to the point 
of view where the light would best strike the 
Statue, and in which Messrs. ADAMS, GRA- 
HAM, MASON of Ohio, BOARDMAN, GIL- 
MER, and CUSHING, participated. 

Mr. CUSHING then moved that the bill be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
sta'e of the Union, which had charge of a bill on 
the same snbject heretofore reported by a gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Grumsr.) 

Mr. SPANLY hoped that the motion of his col- 
league (Mr. Granam] would prevail. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams) had spo- 
ken of the corner of the Rotundo. He (Mr. 8.) 
hoped that the gentleman woud move for the ap- 
pointmentof a commistee of three abstractionists 
to define the position of the corner of the Rotando. 
{Laughter } 

The motion of Mr. Cusnine was then agreed to, 
and the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whcle on the state of the Union. 


Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Joint Committee 
on Enrolled Bills, reported that that committee had 
examined the bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United Srates, and 
found the same to be correct. The bill then re 
ceived the signature of the Speaker, . 
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